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elief of Aa Go 18 the firſt SERM. 


I, 


ſurely. needleſs to repeat the unanſwerable 


arguments which have been urged, by the 


philoſophers and divines. of every age, in 
ſupport of this leading truth: To thoſe, 
indeed, who declare themſelves atheiſts, 
ſuch a repetition would be neceſſary; but 
we, who have been aſſembled profeſſedly 
for the purpoſe of celebrating divine wor- 


ſhip, cannot want conviction of the exiſt- 


ence of a Deity ; 3 lince, he that cometh to 
| B 2 92 * 


4 


__ 


SERM.. 
dreſſes himſelf to the Supreme Being, muſt 
be copvinced, that. ſuch, a Being, exiſts. 
'Can there, really, be a creature ſo groſs- 


On the Nature of God. 
God, muſt believe that be iss; he that ad- 


ly inſenſible, as to live in a ſtate of perpe- 


tual dependance, yet remain ignorant of 


the Power on whom he depends? Is he 


warmed by the ſun, and fed by the fruits 


of the earth, without perceiving that crea- 
tive hand from which the ſun derived .its 
luſtre, and the earth its fertility ? ? Is he 


+ deaf to the call of reaſon, f and the perſua- 
ſion of conſcience? Is he blind to the 
numberleſs productions of nature, which 
proclaim to every intelligent obſerver, 
«© Theſe are the works of an inviſible 


« Gop ?” Can he raiſe his eyes to the ſpa- 


cious firmament, and, while he beholds 2% 
moon walking in brightneſs, and the heavens 
glowing with innumerable ſtars, can he 
forget the mighty architect, who | divided 
the * from the dartneſs, "and Aretched e. out 


* Heb. xi. 6. 
the 


* ; * 
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On "the. Nature of. God. | 
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5 the heavens as. 4 curtain ?—1 
ches on high, and behold who: bath, created 
theſe things: Have ye not known ?; Have 
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in an age which boaſts its attainments' in 
ſcience, a real atheiſt will be found, we 


prepoſterous and unpardonable vanity, and 
think, by diſſenting from received opi- 
nions, to be eſteemed ſuperior in know- 


kind. e . 
Our preſent 565 however, i is briefly 
to inquire into the nature of that Being, of 


whoſe exiſtence no doubt can be entertain» 


anne T0: Haiahizl: +26; 21 


ye not beard? Hath it not been told you from 
the beginning? Have ye not e Jeon 0 


Since thou we can Each cuppoſe; that, 
muſt rather conclude, that they who diſ- 


claim their Maker, are inſtigated by a moſt 


ledge and diſcernment to the reſt of man- 


ed by any individual of a religious an. 5 


3 


T up. jour SERM. 


& Ox the Nature of God. 
. . This ! inquiry will be found ef no little 
importance, ſince our ideas of religion muſt 
de falſe and mean, or juſt and exalted, in 
proportion to our conceptions of that 
Divinity, who is the ſource, as well as the 
object, of all religion. If the root be un- 
ſound, how can the tree flouriſh ?—Will 
_ not its leaves wither, its branches decay, 
and produce no fruit at the expected ſeaſon 
to reward the toil of the planter ? But if 
the root be healthy, the tree will be vigor- 
ous; the ſun will not warm it without ef- 
fect, nor the dew of heaven water it in 
vain; at the appointed time it will put 
forth its leaves and bloſſoms, and bend un- 
der the weight of luxuriant abundanee... 


It is, therefore, highly neceſſary his we 
endeavour to fix in our minds juſt and pro- 
per ſentiments of Gop; ſince it is certain, 
that if we know Him not as he is, we can 

not worſhip Him as we ought ; if the no- 
tions we form of his eſſence and attributes 
are 


; bs 


on the Nature of God. 


ate confined or abſurd, the homage we bay TY 
Him will be uttworthy of the Divine Ma- 1. 
jeſty; and that zeal, which ſhould guide ES 
in the path of truth, wilt involys us Hill ; 
further in the mazes on! etror. 7 


15 That part of man which; is inviſible and 
immortal, is called the foul or ſpirit: Thoſe 
== who ate fuperior to us, and who are 
2 to be the more immediate inſtru- 
ments in performing the will of the Cre - 
tor, are diſtinguimed by the ſame appelfa- 
tion He maketh his angels fpirits*"'— 
and the Evangeliſt affures us, that Gop ig 
a Spirit, While we ate confined to this 
| globe, and our mental perceptions are li- 

mited by the connection of the mind with 
+ the body, we conceive but very faint and 
indiſtinct ideas of the unembodied ſpirit: 
We can diſcover nothing with certainty of 
the immaterial inhabitants of happier re- 
glons ; 1 we trace but im perfectly. the fa- 
Pfal. eiu. 4. 10 Heb. i. 7. 3 

B 4 culties 
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8 On the Nature of God. 


SERM- culties even of our on ſouls; and c: can we 

then hope to fathom Him who fills all 
" ſpace? Who is eſſentially preſent every | 

where, yet viſible no where? Whoſe ways 
are not as our ways, and whoſe Vest are 
not as our thoughts * | 


= 


| Vet, bans we can diſcover little, hall | 
we diſcover nothing ? 's Shall we fit down i in 
criminal Ignorance, and make the weak 
neſs of human underſtanding. an excuſe for 
ſhameful and deſtructive indolence ? Shall 
we, like the Samaritans, worſhip we know 
not whom? Let us rather call upon every 
power that is within us to aſfiſt our re- 
ſearches, having this aſſurance to ſtimu= 5 
late our diligence, Je Pall ind me, when 
ye RA for me with. all 5 1 s. | 
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The firſt 2 3 occurs to us, in 
conſidering the nature of a ſpirit, i is, its op- 
PolUgh to corporeal ae: The body 
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On the N , 


| poſed of periſhable matter, ſubject to perpe 


is, of itſelf, a dull, uninformed maſs, et com- SERM. 


tual changes, and to ſpeedy diſſolution : hag Fe 


The ſpirit is an active, penetrating, a and en- 
livening principle, which being i immaterial, 
can never decay, and Which is ſubject only 
to ſuch changes, as ariſe from its immediate 
connection with the body. Our earthly 
tabernacle, raiſed from the duſt, hath a 
conſtant tendency to every thin g that is 
groſs and ſenſual; while the never-dying 
ſpirit would burſt from its confinement, 
elevated by greater attractions, and thirſt- 
ing after ſuperior pleaſures; but the paſ- 
fions and prejudices acquired in its mortal 
habitation, are as chains, which bind it 
down to earth, and prevent it from reach- 
ing thoſe heights, to which its aſpiring 
nature ſeems capable of e 


We will not here join with thoſe who 
lament the faint degrees of knowledge and 


excellence, which the ſoul, in its Fate 


00. 
sR. fate, ein attain.” 


| del of that — to whom we 5 
 Indebted for all our capacities and advan- 
tages, for every thing that we know, for 

5 every thing that we enjoy. Men, indeed, 

by dwelling « on the imbecility of our intel- 
lea, may find an ample theme for decla- 
0 mation; ; -but while they are exaggerating 


Oh the Nature if 


our. weakneſs, and expofing every latent 


ſpot and blemiſh of corrupted man, they 


forget, or purpoſely overlook, the many and 


great attainments of the human mind, even 
in its preſent limited and degenerate ſtate, 
What variety, of knowledge i is within the 


reach of perſevering induſtry! Hath not 
man removed almoſt every obſtacle which 


lay in the path of ſcience? Hath he not 
riſen ſuperior ! to numberleſs difficulties, and 
made ſuch diſcoveries as ſtrike us with aſto- 
: niſhment i in the review?” Can he not trace 


cauſes by their effects, and demonſtrate 
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; Tra rain up 4 childs in \the way: be ſhould, 8. ; 
; DUCATION is of ſuch obvious and spERM. 


extenſive importance, that it hath, at- 
all times, engaged the attention of thoſe 


= who have been moſt eminent for ability | 
and virtue: Many treatiſes © have been 


W written to promote and improve it; and 
W various plans have been formed to ſmooth: 
the road of ſcience, and facilitate the pro- 
greſs of youth. All the effects that were 
expected have not, perhaps, been pro- 
Fo l 5 duced; 
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On Rabe Rducation 


ER IH. duced ; but the labours of the intelligent, 
na 


by rendering this an object of univerſal 


regard, have contributed to the diffuſion of 


chat general knowJedgey and thoſe liberal 
modes of thinking, which now diftinguiſh 
and on the majority of mankind. Tb 


ab eat — 


Vet, e it hath been the ſtudy of the 
learned to diſſeminate information, and the 


care of the benevolent to found ſchools 
and ſeminaries for intellectual attainments, 


it 18 to be lamented; that 'the moſt noble 
and moſt neceſſary branch of wiſdom hath 


deen much neglected. The ſole occupa- 
tion of ſome thouſands is to inſtruct the 


__ young in languages, arts, and ſeiences, 


while an eq 
poliſh the Exterior and regulate the de- 


al number are employed to 


portment: But religion is, too generally, 
eſteemed unſit to exereiſe the tender mind; 
_thoſe laws which give underſtanding to 
the ſimple, have been repgeſented-as too 
_ _ and ſevere for childiſh gaiety and 


540 Ree ft les Morea innocence, 


5 ge” Wy 
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— I * 8 "he * | 
= Ro or too dark and b myfferions for « 
5 Fan apprehenſion. 1 
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; 
| 
c 
] 
1 


rank is chiefly ſolicitous to qualify his 


laws and. policy. of nations; while an arti- 


1 power. 


' ad 
5 * po 
A vue: ee 


"OE 8 Tk this e hath not. 1 8 * 
entertained, other concerns are accounted 
of greater moment. The man of ſuperiot 


ERIC; | 


- offepting for pre- eminence and dignity ; 
5 though, by their birth, they are entitled 
W to much, they are incited to acquire more. . 
They are led to the fountains of claſſic : 
2 knowledge, and conducted through. the ; 
” gardens 'of cloquence: Hy. belr memories 
W arc ſtored with the tranſactions of former 
ages, and their minds enriched with the 


W ficial gloſs f is giyen to their manners, that 1 
L they may dazzle. the fancy, when they 
| cannot convince. the Judgment. In all 
this the parent hath a view only. to tem- 
poral advantages, and thinks 'of. nothing 
; beyond his great object, to ſee them ſhine 
: 5 the ſenate and riſe to the ſummit of 
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. 2 ey ha. 19811 | k; 2 N . 
* bern he middle order We men, if rite 


wn do not aſpire fo high, at leaſt endeayour, to 


opulence if not. to fame. The ſon hath 
thoſe endowments improved, which. are 
uſvally eſteemed moſt uſcful in the pur- 


ſpecies of intelligence which may "beſt 
ter is early initiated in the arts of diſ- 
playing every perſonal attraction, and * 
dorned with thoſe accompliſhments that 
which may affi ſt his children in their fa- 
8 euous and ſucceſsful in the world. 
or graces by which eminence, wealth, or 


_ admiration is acquired, we thay ſurely pro- 
pounce. chat we hays. Þmcthing. elſe to 
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" plice their children above the ſtation in 


which they were born, and lead them to 


ſuits of life, and is furniſhed, with that 


enable him to read mankind. The daugh- 


engage the eye or captivate the ear; for 
is any thing « omitted by the fond parent, 


vourite ſchemes, and render them Sy 


04 


But, Wilbst Apel thoſe talents 


learn : 


duce that happineſs, which, ; in truth, the 


experience ?. No o motive. 0 


ere allowed chat 8 


en 


4 


ere the 01h" ap Mey really FR 


aao 


1 R 
a found to beſtow Oy Jets a | 
time will coi ne whe: x all theſe things mu muſt 
paſs. is a away, fince. the } 5 ipevitable 2 ff 


every moment advancing, which, muſt, b 
all that 1 live to. the habitation of lence. = 


dar ckneſs, ſhould it not be our firſt care, in 

the education of ycuth, to remind them of 
the brevity of their exiſtence, and prepare 
them for the awful change they my ſt ſoon 
ve adduced to 
ſtimulate the father to h . olineſs. of. living, 
which does not, a at the fame. time, forcibly 


impel him to train up, 4 child i in. the my 
that be ſhould go. | 
ſhall we not teach our children to abhor 


1s vice dete 5 


FT; 77 7 


; able, and 


it? Is virtue lovely, and ſhall we not teach | 
them to delight in it? 1s guilt the road to 


ruin, and ſhall e not exhort them to fly 
from it? Is religion the path of 


2d 15 and 
ſhall We not exclaim to the objects of our 
82 deareſt 
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1 46/941 eee ont 
een gt regard to the irn 8 
is a düt) we owe to our fellou- creatures 


and to our Creator, to ſociety and to Gop. 
Söciety is an union of many individuals in 


1 

one common intereſt: Each individual, 5 
therefore, as 4 member of the general body, 18 
is in all His actions to conſider the general if 
welfare. If then'T am bound, by unaltera- 4 
ble a ne "to" : 10 * "thoſe. r- 4 
1 

that they AP nor a, en "i * 
neglect, diſturb the public tranquillity. d 
The good are allowed to be more uſeful is 

members of the community than the rich fi 
or the learned; and it is greatly in the a 
power of Aa parent to form the infant mind h 


to virtue, and render his offspring either an 
honour or a diſgrace, a bleſſing or a curſe, 
US. „ to 


ior a arrows in 


44 


a f the giant, even ſo are the ung cbil- 
dren x. They are as powerful inſtruments, 
ted bythe wiſe, as aut 
of war men of the. ; 


010 Mont 35 A inis 51 bunt 


ti Rl far higb 


When direc 


_ prey rave ens -howe 
enforces this duty upon us, for it is. re- 
quixed by the great Gop of the, univerſe, 


4 Lo: children,” the fruit f the. womb, are an 


heritage, 4 gift, rbat cometh tbe Lord; 
and this, as well as all other bleſſings, he 


will expect us to cultivate. and, i improve. 
Should any earthly father place his child 


the care and tuition of a, 
with a ſtrict in 
Ges of his pupil principally to that, parti- 


cular employment for which he was de- 


ſigned yet, notwithſtanding this, were 
the tutor to neglect the purpoſe for which 


he o was Which on "es only teach 


'» Palm cxaxvii., 
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* ; X35 v3 #3 ARE | . x © 
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G 3 I 4 ſack 
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he + 


injunction to direct the | ſtu- 


nn. — 


Joſe he not; as 
ed, [Everely Pubiſh the negligent in rde 
tobe The L LokD or Hraven forme 


ſhould be ſubſervient: To the parent the 


the preceptor to explain the us of — 
inviſible Father, and lead them to t 


- 


of Religious Eil 


wich Hive ac6ompliſhini ef 

; be 6 little avant, would" not the 5 
Have ample len t6 be exülpetated, ait 

Ar as his power extend 


"His 
intelligent creatures that they might kiow 
and ſer ve their Gov. I have cyeated'bint for 
my glory *. This was the firſt grea ene df 
their being, and to this all other 


ghidarice of youth is entruſted, to tlie pa · 
rent authority is delegated; but he is 'only 


Piss aber froth whom" they" ay 
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es his days in toll, and waſtes wh SEAM. 

nights in anxiety : But For. what. dves, he he 1 ; 
labour? 1n our worldly affairs, we 15 told, Ct 
by. the higheſt authority, that, ye, Aer | 
| ourſelves in van, and experience amply 

. confirms. the melancholy truth. We 1 

bour for wealth like layes in the mine, we. 1 

grow rich, but we are ſtill reſtleſs and dif- 1 

fatisfied ; we gtaſp after authority, and fall © 

from the dangerous pre-eminence ; we look 

| forward. to diftant periods, and death cuts 

off all our proſpects. But in the Patient 

continuance in well doing, we find no unea- 

ſineſs or diſappointment ; in. the exerciſe 

| of faith and hope, we meet with 1 no airy 

exaltation and precipitate fall 3, in the 

practice of charity, our good deeds are not 

loſt in the duſt and buried in the grave, 

but the bread which is caff upon the wa- 


ters, is found after many days*, Have we 
not often. aſſented to the truth of this! 


* Excleſ. xi. 1. 


G 4 - : Have 


—W - os Rabas Education. 
CE Have. we not often beard, Feen often 


ande wien that to feat, Gop, and to 


duty but 8 bn man 15 Why, then 

are e fill eager in the purſuit of a.tha- 
dow, and negligent « of the ſubſtance? Why 

do we fix the attention of the riſing gene- | 

ration f on n which we know to be un- 


$ $$: +; $%. # 


1 — {183 true 1 9 85 Winden 3 con- 
tent which religion inſpires, abundance-i Is 
taſteleſs, and magnificence 1s; oppreſſive ; 
in vain may we fix the objects of our Care 
on the pinnacle of human greatneſs, in 
vain may we clo the them Wich the trea- 
ſures of the caſt, in vain, may we crown 
them with the garland of fame, if we neg- 
lect to fortify their minds with thoſe prin- 
ciples of holineſs which alone. can, give 
ſolid | enjoyment to the moſt unbounded 
power, the moſt dazzling ſplendour, and 
the moſt exalted fernen, 7 


E. O ©, & d m = — A 


3 "I - 
1 Fe . + 
WL TAs. . 
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II, 


| cannot « enjoy. © the SF 6 05 life, how” 


| . ſhall they, be able toendure the evil ? The wot — | 


means. we take are often inadequate tothe 


| end; and ſhould all our plans for their ad. 
vancement be defeated by unforeſten e- 


vents, ſhould misfortune haunt their dwel-. 


lings, and the hand of poverty weigh them 


down, how ſeverely will they feel tlie want 
of a religious education ! for wretched i in- 


deed are the afflicted who gannot look up 


to heaven: for conſolation, and intolerable i is 


| the burden of calamity, when it is not ſuſ | 


tained by conſcious: integrity and truſt i in 
an all-roling Providence. Had they been 
early ſhewn thoſe neyer- failing ſources of 
comfort which Chriſtianity ſupplies to all 


who are broken of heart, they might have 
found reſt unte their fouls ; bad. they 1 been 


early taught to eontemn all pleaſures and 
advantages that came in competition with 


their duty, they might have hoped for de- 
liverance from 9 enemy, and relied 


| implicitly 


We 


Va, Ne e would have clothed them 
th impenetrable mail ; hope would have | 
added ſtrength to their arm, and faith have 


upon the ROCK * Ars. 


pointed t to a on and e 2 ww 
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Af we Wound bs induced to tin ts a 


child to piety, as the means of obtaining 
happineſs in this world, how much more 


P are we C0 EPO ta, make this 


OT 


ne reflec 5 . IS, the ſe #64 to 
the happineſs; of eternity. Can all the en- 


joyments we are here labouring to procure 
for thoſe we have nurtured, be oppoſed to 


that felicity which eye hath: nat ſeen, nor 
ear beard, nor the . 25 nan in conceived ? 


by 25 ; : * 1 ft q 
Fre * e 115 


* 


lead the young into the ways of wiſdom. 
Nothing is more common chan complaints 
of abe, decay of Win! love, and of the little 

9 deference 


But our on 3 the wol gewer- 
ful motive with mankind, prompts us to 


F oo 
+ Uebiddtis - wee n Hitt by" enn 
of | children to the authors f pere ne” 
ns dd most oruct retire are fon 1 
% cities made to parental convection} per. 
1 way it will to0 often be found, that he 
3 diſobedience of the child hath proceeded 
from ſome neglect or miſmans dement in 
W the parent.— Vouth is naturally impatient 
ef control, and hath need of all the reſtric 
: | tions of” religion, as well as the ties of "OW 
5 ture! ere to check tl hat ardent defire 


oF. 


: iy Watchbld, eilt (ooh grow too powerful 
W to be reſiſted. Nothing can ſo effectunl- 
i curb this ardour as the love of Oh ad 
WT reverence. for his laws: But where theſe 
are not cheriſhed, we ſhall Rethwobthy obs 
ſerve, that every principle of union is 50 
Wh weakened, free indulgenee given to paſſion, 
and profligacy eſtabliſhed upon the baſis of 
m. WF infidelity. That father who bath educated 
his won only for the world, muſt not be 
f 95 if g is forgotten when 


nee 0 | ever 


ever WG pada mich worldly 
advantages; not can he rigidly condemn 

any deviations from virtue in him, whoſe 
ee were not early. ſtrengthened by 
the precepts and promiſes of the Goſpel; 
750 Jad never taught to put on the hel- 
met . falvation, and arm himſelf with the 
adamantine ſhield of faith, which can reſiſ 
all rhe play darts of the avicked. Can it be 
| expected that he who has never been ad- 
moniſhed to venerate the great Creator, 
will honour the name of father? Will he 
who: hath never learned ſubmiſſion to the 
command of the Almighty, bend to the 
will of man ? Or can he be ſenſible. of his 
obligations to the protector of his early 
years, in whoſe heart no principles of gra- 
titude have been inſtilled towards his all- 
bounteous Benefactor n constant Pre- 


ſerver! ? 


PET: PE As whileahe dias diſ- 


poſition. is capable of receiving the impreſ- 
| ſion, 


A 


On dhe Bae | 93 
ion, let us inculcate the obligations of pie» SERM» 
C ty: and morality, and eradicate thoſe p pro-— . 

: penſities to evil, which, if ſuffered to take 
deep root, will in time choke up and de- 
cctroy all the noble and valuable productions 

5 : of the ſoul, and reduce the mind of man 
5 to the ſtate of an uncultivated deſart. 
PDreary and melancholy is the proſpect of 
me rude wilderneſs and the ſterile heath; 
> but more deplorable is the view of intel- 
We 1c tual barrenneſs. Be it, then, our firſt 
Care to ſow that uncorrupted ſeed» which 
W will hereafter produce the fruits of righte- 


W ouſneſs, to the honour of Gon and to 
che benefit of man. The tranquillity of 
che parent, and the welfare of the child, 
care at ſtake; it is an obligation we owe to 
W ſociety, and a duty which is moſt ſtrictly 
enjoined by IX, who is the Lok and 
W FATHER of us all. 


- * * 
o J * * - N 
1 þ l 
* 
: * 
, ky p F ” a 
. 
y AE - 
4 = 
4 q 
- 
„ . 4 
- * 
_ 
p * 
* 
0 o 7 0 


- 
; Sho 
. 
5 ; , # 
| | \ we, 
- 197 . . 
W # 
4 ” L = 


x 
. 
* | | 
o 
| h 
- 
: 
* 
1 o 
. 
| * 
- 
: 
, 
| : 
* 
” 
, 
, 
. 
0 o 
Cl 
0 
* 
— 
„ , | | 
7 F , | 
1 
* ö ; 
* 4 4 
| . 
* 
” 
# 
* 
* 
i 
| ” 
— 
. 
. 
x. - 
* 
* 
*, 
7 
- 
” 
. 
*” 
- 
; 7 
- 


9 


* y 
i 


9 OY * 
R 
' , 


* 15 Ke - 
. ; La 
5 Fx 3 
4 FL 
3 |” 
— 5 
5 f 
[ 
, — 
= * Fi k | ; 2 
J e 9 0 . : | fl 
IS | 
* 0 * - 
Pl - ” * 8 
7 
— 0 
$ * 1 L 5 * * 
- : 5 
" + 
* ? : 
5 5 » * 4 * 8 : 2 ; . 
4 . A ”% 4 
1 N 5 $E, * 5 N 
n þ, SY N : | £5 - 
4% . 3 & 3 . . * 4 * 2 12 b * f we g 5 4 : 
of — x Ss... F N * *- . If x 
, % ; * _ 
* 8 
% | \ 
3 c 
* 1 4 o 
2 9 % RT 1 673-4 3 f 18 
3 U N * * % * 4 983 1 9 n * | % 1 $ Ft 1 ; s {8 
mY K 1 3 * * "Ih : * f * 3 * A *% *# 4 s a> 
N EF {A \ \ he ; 1 E 9 * *. * { % % 
% , * 6 * — 1 
* * % g * 
4 bas of i. 
1 , 
Y * ; : 8 3 4 4 1 TY 8 F % 
"8. * * * 9 5 4 1 ; 
oy 3 Fe 3 18 9 ' : 8 4 
2 S% 1 1 . 
* hy * PT [4 * 
s 4 " 
Fa 3 k. | N 4 5 4 5 
7 . «I 3, 7 3 A L 7 3 * - 
4'Y od ” 
* * : a 
* * 
7 * \ 
* — 
4 
* - 
; , \ 
? . ! 
2 3 
x 
* "2 
a 4 
' 2 7 | 
; a : 
7 1 — 9 * 1 
* 
- 
e 5 8 
3 
y 
5 * — 9 3, * * 
* * 4 * 1 24 1 . F 2 n 7 ; ; ; 
* THE 23 3 * 5 #.- 
e. 4 - —— (I ; 
2 * a « | "x 2 25 0 B ” 3 , OP 
? I f N 
* 
3 % * 
1 . 
ul 


F. or 17 B55 him, that he. will command his — 18 
children, and his houſehold after him, and 
they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, to e 
Juſtice and Judgment. F : 


- 


HI E N the wickedneſs of Sodom SERM. 


Was ſo intolerable that the cry of VI. 2 
N 3143 — 
it aſcended tot the throne of Jenoyan, He 


- 


condeſcended, by the mouth of his holy —_ 
angel, to commune with Abraham, and 
acquaint him with the deſtruction which 
awaited that abandoned city. Shall I hide 


from Abraham that thing which I do, ſceing 4 
•; 


* * 4 
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s ERM. that he ſball ſurely. become a great and migh- 


02 Religinu Education : 


ty nat ion, and that all the kingdoms of the 
hl ſhall be. 5 fed i in, him. — 


I» #2 


This high! diſtinction the Patriarch, did 


: not obtain. on account of his own righte- 


ouſneſs alone, but. becauſe- it was foreſeen 
that he would exhort his poſterity to walk 
in the fame paths, For I know him, that be 
aoill command his children, and his houſehold 
after him, and they ſhall keep the way. of foe 
Lord, t 45 . and ee. 
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Wap en which ſhould "WIG man- 


| kind to train up their children i in the ways 
1 godlineſs, have been already conſidered, 


and are ſurely | ſufficient to enforce the diſ- 
charge of this important obligation. But 


all that hath been urged. on this ſubject 


may, perhaps, be eſtcemed ſuperflugus ; ; 
ſince it may be ſaid, that none but the pro- 
fligate neglect to ſhew their offspring the 


difference between virtue and vice; and 


that 


* eld ae * TR 
* 2 rss 1 9 * 3 
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hit i welety of” Clfitiags W forget . 
to inſtruct, in tlie p rincip ples of Ehri A Xe, 
tianity, chole ed they e "baptized we 
in the name of EnkIisT. But though it 


| be admitted t Fat none but the very Wort 

5 ot Ben thibk it Wholly needleſs to incul- 

A cite the laws of morality and religion, yet 

4 we wah appeal te every uprejudiced ie 
4 


didnt, Whiether they a are enforced with „ 

a that earneſt aſl duity, and ſo deeply rooted 5 OE, 
a E in the tender mind, as their importance i 
s | demands? Are the young convinced, by | 


the conduct, as well as by the leſſons of 


n- their inſtructots, that to do juſtice, to love ; 
2 - mercy, and to Walk humbly with Gov, 5g is | 

d, our greateſt glory, our higheſt felicity ? 5 

11- The contrary is too viſible; and he Who 


Zut  afferts that we are defective both in pre- 
ect ll cept and example, will not, by a an obſerver 
us; of the world, be cenſured as a Wild and : 


„ 14 tho tat 


ro- unreaſonable declaimer. e e 

the m e 
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that WS | „ 
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VI, / of caly picty i is not the great aim of mo- 
; — dern education, that it 18, notwithſland- 


bane 


I of the higheſt advantage, it te- 


mains to be conſidered What i 18 included 3 


in this obligation, and how we. > can be 
ſaid; like faithful Abraham, to command | 


our children; and o our houſehold after us, that 6 


they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, t 4. 


1 1180 Feen. N 
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V ien n the infant i is Aa to the font, 
to 'be MF a ſoldier and ſervant of CurIsT, 5 


they who undertake to ſupply the office of 


a parent, engage, i in the moſt ſolemn man- 
ner, that the child, for whom they are re- 
ſponſible, - ſhall believe all the articles of i 
the Chriſtian' faith, that he ſhall renounce | 


all the works of the devil, the vain pomp 


and covetous deſires of the world, and the | 


- —_ luſts of t the : fleſh, and hall obedi- 
ently 


. * Ly 3 
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If then it bea allowed that the cultivation 


ing, a duty incumbent upon all men and 


tio 
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man dments All. the days of his life, £196) een 
hot oe I n itt e a4 opt (1440 Cl Nu & at 
Theſe ele, like the promiſes we make in 
: our -intergourſe with. 8 World, are ſoon 
1 ; or, perhaps, they were repeat - 
a bout any intention of performance.” 
=_ If. this neglect be culpable in the ſponſor, 
' 1 is much more blameable in, the parent; 
ance one great purpoſe of appointing the ; 
former, was to provide a ſubſtitute, that 


the virtuous education 0 of the chilg. might | 


. 


5 not t foffer r_by 1 the 1005 or - negligence of the 
* latter: : Nor, can it be doubted, that NN 
f By parent is at leaſt equally bound with the . 
—_ ſponſor, to ee that the infant! 1s taught, as 
-. ſoon as he ſhall be able to learn, what a 

it Bl ſolemn vow and profeſſion] he hath, made. 

4 e 

P | Lor is is it long, Lag the youth 6h 
* prehenſion i is capable of receiving the firſt 

1 | principles of religion. Refined ſpecula- 
1 


tops on the attributes of the Deity, the 
„„ 3 myſteries 
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sfRNM. myſteries of revelation, and the full ex 
tent of the bk Giſinal © covenant, it ,we 
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tor who labours, un- che mental Powers 
are juſt expanding, 
abſttuſe and t 


$$; t 0 


6 ithpreſs them with 
cc le ſeiende, is like an- 
ö "the air. U But the more obyi- 


that Beateth 


ous truths may very [early be diſplayed, 
In their hearts that good tree may ſoon be 


engrafted, that ſhall riſe like the grain of 
muſtard feed in the parable, which, hen 


Tx "i 


1 1s run, 5 groweth up and becometh Ub greater 
than, a bers, and hooleth out great 
0 branches, fo, that. the e of the air h 
: lodge under its Pate x, 45 » 
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| Mercy and geütlebeſb are certainly! el 


ſential parts of our holy profeſſion, ; and 
theſe "amiable" qualities may be planted 


even in the breaſt of infants; ; yet. how fre- 
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ebe do do\ we ic ſent them e rather to en- 
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* Mark | iv, 320 
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who! ale 25 NAY Kitlous:'to alla 
tile; and they ade 16 tietinte 110 to be 

tuer and 4; obvinih, loch b b Bie Mey" te 

capable of” perceiving how odiotis and de- 
teſtable are eruelty and ein Pa- 
rents thetnſelves habe ſeldom be been uk. 
cieritly careful to expoſe ant prokibit thoſe” 
batbarovsſports, WEN weden the heart, 
when it ought to de mont uſe Keptible of 


tenderneſs, corrupt the teinper; and con- 


tribute" to born IE and date 
man. 7 171 | * E n 1 85 KY 05S V * * we v3 * 
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AF the dere of the weng vag, * 


tion his lefſons' to be binder in of 
his pupil; but as ſoon as the impreſſion 
can be made, let Zee! the care of every: 
parent to fix the moſt neceſſary truth in 
the mind of his child and to exclaim, 
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. H 4 with 


is. the; fiſt. great . article whic hw 


promiſed in Wade believe, and on this 


all the reſt de a6 Pen d. It 1 5 the foundation 


1 


of ee of virtue, and of religion, we 


. 
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1755 knowledge. of G0 is is to be = 
ed. b N. the contemplation. « of his- Works, a 


by the Rudy of his words The world. ic 8 


fair volume, in Which the power, wiſdom, 
and goodneſs. of the Creator are written in 
characters ſo legible, that he: who runs may 


3 The young are naturally inquiſi⸗ 


tive; each object that ſtrikes their ſenſes 

ites curioſity; they are eager to be told 
her a eyery thing which ſurrounds them 
was e and to what purpoſe it tends. 


— monitor, in ſuch a wenne as 


is will be anſwered, by an 
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may lead them from eff 28 to de aun. COTS 
and point. out, to their, awakenſng facul⸗ 

s, the great. AQ no er r Un 
VERSE Thus will every production of 
nature be an inſtrument, in the hands of 
the wee 5 e N A wer ja ade 1 
we N od 191 pf SDL OTH When =» 
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5 N his: orte the, {IAIN can, in 
ſome meaſure, be diſplayed: even to 3 
apprehenſion! of the youngeſt, but he i 

more clearly revealed by his written — 
Could any ſhadow of doubt remain; after 
all the arguments of reaſon, from the pro- 
phets we have indiſputable: evidence of the 
exiſtence of a Gop; Thy throne it f old, 
thou art from everlaſting *, Wee it poſſible 
that this beautiful and regular frame of 
things did not point out to us the inyiſible 
Architect „by the prophets We are expreſs- 
* aſſured, that God created 150 heavens and. | 


wh "TX" | : | 
„ 39860 ». Pla, xc. 1770 11 
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Rat bern engtavetl 6h tables of f 
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ver und ever Hi oil be cr gut dont . 


ad 1 "I be taught the moral law” "The 


Iſraclites were required, by their great le- 


gillator, te inſtruck their deſtefſdants in the 


words they Hatl Heard, as well as to fix 
_ in” hien don hearts, 3 


Thee Bee's 


th Gelben 56 bed Pero t Nah, 
WM Thu walkeft by the way; amd lden 


Bu Bet" dn; and" when Lu vie oy 
us Were the commandtnents, whic 


| — to 
be the conſtant fubject of their thoughts, 


and the theme of inſtrüctfon to their off. 
| ſpting) commandments wich were to re- 


main in force when the Jewiſh law: moon 


t Deut. vi. 7. 
he 


. Gen. i 5. 1 Plal. xlyiii.- xt 
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be «abrogated, and. for f 95 __ 7 ==" *; 
all, nations. who believed in NED 
Ruler, of, the univerſe, a; Ang 297 
tain 2 better n. [ refurrſtion., 1 b Sink N Vi 


An . 2 Wa vt A* £4, Nor 


2 t oP aul declares. of Timath "I ps wn 
F in the faith, who was, diſtinguiſhed. by, 


= ſuch exemplary piety, that From à child he. 
0 had en⁰νν,&Ouł be Scriptures; and to this early 
= acquaintance, with the, Sacred Writings, 


the apoſtle doubtleſs attributes. much of 
that integrity and zeal, which ſo eminently 
appeared in his. young: diſciple... If ſuch. 


| excellent effects, were produced by a. dili- 


gent and frequent peruſal of. the. Old. Teſ- 


| | tament, what. may nat be expected from An 


early ſtudy of the Ney, in which thoſe due 
ties, enjoined by the prophets and teachers 


5 of Ju dab, arc enforced. with ſuch, ſuperior 
1 weight; and ſuch additional authori It f f Hs. 
: | 70 erdereth all things bath. in heaven an ; 


earth, more effectually appearing, to "the, 


a of men, through the Goſpel, than 


4 ; when 
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CY Gd he wälked before the ou Mites ; in 


VI. : 


his mandates by ! 
when Sinai ſhook at the preſence of the 


| on RN 


the pillar and the' cloud, and 1 more power- 
fully ſpeaking by his Son, and delivering 
is holy apoſtles, than 


Deity, and Jewovan fpake by the wacht 
＋ an the REP oy yr” 


FF 4 


— * 4 7 „ 


et this day ring Sk on Sy Wen 
upon. the opening reaſon: It will lead to 
virtue; it will lead to G6. Can any 
motive be conceived to holinefd ef life, 


Which 1s not urged i in the Goſpel) It at- 
tracts hope, it awakens fear; it invites, it 


entreats, it Warns, it threatens. The way 


of ſalvation, it clearly demonſtrates, „ and of. 


fers, to repentance, pardon and peace: It 


promiſes. the peculiar grace © of the Almi gh- 


ty to aſſiſt our feeble endeavours; It diſ- 
plays the moſt glorious rewards, and exhi- 


bits the brighteſt example in the life 'of 


4 i * > 


and Satan. 
. | But 


Him, who overcame. the. Wind, and EPs 
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But While * bed Rodent : l ex 1. 
? mining, theſe holy records, it:hould! be . 8 
: | our carę to keep from his viewy thoſe plau- | 


fible objections to revelation, which have 


n 
e too great an influence upon the inconſider- 
th ate. The affectation of diſplaying ſuperior 


diſcernment is always moſt: viſible in thoſe 
bvho are but juſt entering into the path of 
n knowledge; and many a young man hath 
to aflumed. NAN weak 


: ment; af Semih g to e e 1 2 
| : nions. Nor is this the only inducement. ; 
WA: a time when. the paſſions begin to k- 
| Ert their force, and the heart bounds at the 
* expectation of pleaſure;; that moderation, 
hich the Goſpel inculcates, is conſidered 
a8 a Sriewus reſtraint; and the law of ho- 
ineſs as an intolerable burden- He who 


i- become a ſlave to his appetites, cannot 
of ut ſecretly wiſh that the opinions of 


? ſcepticiſm. may be well e cio 
will free him from what he calls the op- 
1 Preſſive 
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F the young. Not that Chriſtianity, in its 


- w d va 
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0, ety 2 . 


de . of Wende to ee 


true and native purity, ſhuns the light, and 


5 walk for ſecurity into the miſts of igno- 
rance ; we truſt that the more it is exa- 
mined; the more confident ye will be that 
it is the power of Gop, and the wiſ- 
am , Gor : But let not the mind be 
early prejudiced againſt it, before the un- 


derſtanding hath attained ſufficient ſtrength 


to weigh the Whole of its evidence with 
candour and impartiality. When the fa- 


culties are in their full vigour, and the heart 


* unbiafſed by vicious affections, let every 
man try and ſcrutinize into the important 
queſtion, which ſo nearly concerns us all, 

and he ſhall know, of the beine, whether it 


be gt: 28 


Vet the dalle bald not NY fatified 


5 with bu All his wade at ſearch the 


8 * John vii. 17. 
. SGcriptures: 


pleaſure 4 ſeems now to prevail univerſally. 


eagerly ſought ; the vanities and follies of 


0 little elſe but to nouriſh, our yices, and to 


| of Rl tous E N ucatians 111 
gener 0 E care that they. are in- SERM. 
ſtructed 3 in the will of Heaven, let him add VI. 8 
a moſt watchful attention, to guard them 2 
from the temptations of the World. Evil 
example is too prevalent. The thirſt. of 1 


The majority of the aged- have forgotten 
their peculiar propenſity to gather together, 
and Join with the young in ſcattering a- 
broad. The gratification of the ſenſes is 


diſſipation muſt be conſtantly. fed ; and the 
wealth, ſo ardently loved, ſeems deſired for 


deſtroy our principles. From ſuch cor- 
rupt communications be careful to, pre- 
ſerve thoſe who, are committed to your 
management. | Fi ix a vigilant eye upon 
their amuſements and connections; arm 
them againſt the ſeductions of the wicked, 
and keep them from that tate of idleneſs, 

which i is: the. root of n 


But 


112 5 0 Religina — 
kap. $ But i it is not here to he underſtood, that 


. 


2 Vt. no other book than the Bible i is to be ſtu- 
722 ü and no other intercourſe admitted, 
between father and ſon, than ſerious ex- 


Hortation. We only argue that religion 


ſhould be the ficſt and greateſt branch of 5 

- education. It: were amply ſufficient could 159 
every parent be perſuaded to be as anxious 100 
for the eternal, as he ON, is for the Fr 

| ene welfare of his Ai. * 3 
Such i is 3 bike ſketch of parental We. 15 

But vain are all our admonitions and i in- 15 
S ſtructions, if our conduct does not Corre- * 
ſpond with our precepts. What will it a- 2 
vail to command our children to keep the — 
way of the Lord, if we walk not in it our- | 
ſelves? What will it profit to teach them 1 
juſtice and Judgment, while we oppreſs 90 
the weak, and defraud the credulous? Or na 
how can we perſuade the riſing generation lay 


to ſet their affections on things above, 
while 


| 05 Roti 7 " Eeucation. : I 115 5 
white they ſee that our IO are wholly Il. 


1 * VI. : : 
. tigroſſed by the world . | 2 4 "I, $24 I — e 


en 1 
F fi the 2 expect 1 be . 

1 them ſtand forth illuſtrious patterns. of | A 
holineſs ; ; let them ſhew that they have | 
crucified the fleſh, with the affections and 

luſts, and that they ſeek, above all things, 

the kingdom of Gop and his righteouſ- | 

neſs. Then may they with effectual au- 

thority exhort their Buell after them, 


i and preſcribe the laws of the Lozp, that 
7 the generation to come may know them, even 
Fe the children which ſhall be Born; who ſhall 
. ari iſe and declare them fo their children *. 

Y Of him who thus inſtruc 7 precept 
p and example, the blefting of Heaven ſhall | 
. doubtleſs be the Joyful recompence. He 
wan feet its enlivening influence deſcend- 
4 ng on his head, like the dew upon the 
ile * Pal, Ixviii. 6. 


1 mountains 
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be.. proſperous ; his end ſhall: be peace. 


r Can any 7 thing be more cheering to the 
heart of man, than the ſight of an innocent 


race, Ale the olive · branches round about his 


table? While he beholds them increaſing 


in wiſdom and in ſtature, what can afford 
ſuch true delight as the reflection, that, 
through his care and vigilance, they are 
rendered kind, obedient, and virtuous? As 


they advance in years, he finds them in 


all his labours his beſt aſſiſtants, and in all 
his troubles his beft ſupport. When the 
infirmities of age aſſail him, thoſe whom 
he hath nurtured contend with filial ten- 


derneſs to amuſe and ſooth him. In the 


concluding ſcene of life, he bath the com- 
fort to obſerve them uſeful to the world, 
and affectionate to each other. His laſt 


moments are ſweetened -by the aſſurance, 


that they will be tranquil here and happy 
hereafter ; and, conſcious of having diſ- 


charged the r of a parent, he antici- 
pates 


\ 
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that awaits him in that SER. 
region, where, with thoſe that turn many 
t0' righteouſneſs, be ſhall” 
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PSALM axxxix. 54. 

Behold, thou haſt made my days at an Band- 

"breadth, and mine age 1s as nothing before 
thee ; verily every man, af his ff fate, 
14 e vanity. 


HE Nhorthels of life is become ſo sERM. 
trite and proverbial an obſerva- VII. 
tion, that it is repeated with levity, and . 

heard with indifference. The moſt ſerious 
truths make little impreſſion; the moſt 
ſolemn warnings are little regarded. We 
behold the grave perpetually opening to 


1 5 receive 


129 


ERM, receive, thoſe; with whom we have been 
Ae conyerſant., but, unleſs ſome peculiar con- 
—— neCtion is diſſolved, we behold mortality 
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Withopt emotion. The ſoldiers; i in the 
heat of the battle, though his courage is 
aided. by. the hurry and buſtle of the ac- 


tion, can ſcarcely view his comrade falling 


at his, fide. without viſible terror, and 
though he is conſcious. that the leaſt mark 


of cowardice will: blaſt his fame for. ever, 


he cannot forbear to ſhudder at the thought, 


that, perle, the next moment may ter- 


minate his exiſtence. Vet in the great 


held of the world, the Chriſtian, ſoldier 
ſees his companions fall on his right hand 


and on his left, with little reflection upon 
his own danger, till he feels the blow 1 
Wl him, with the Waal 


* 


1 80 this beautiful ind ſublime ripe the 


pious author reviews the ſhortneſs and va- 
nity of life; and, while he maditates on the 


e of human _ his heart kin- 
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of devotion; he addreſſes himfelf, in this 


forcible "apoſtrophe; te che Author i * 
his being: Lord, mate me to Fnow 5 


end, und the meaſure of my days "bat ys * 
that I may know how frail T am wh eh 


immediately introduces the 'exclamation 
that hath been choſen for the preſent ſub⸗ 
Jeck of our thoughts; Bebold thou haſt made 


my duys as an hand- breadth; and mine age is is 
as' not hing Before thee 5 "verily every” man 8 | 
at bis beft Pate, is altogethor' vanity Þ He 
entreats his Creator to make him thos 
roughly ſenſible of the end which muſt 
happen indiſcriminately to every one, and 
prays that he may conſtantly remember 
the frailty of his nature, ſince the time he 
had to- prepare for eternity was ſo ſhort, . 
and ſince man, in his moſt | bone con- 
* was the n on n. TONE, 


Nr 21 1 * #4? 13 I-48: 4 
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1 F irſt; to . 05 erte cer our 
100 n a * breadth, or, as the 
older 


m, and, in all the 'warmth OT 
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det tranſlation hath expreſſed it, ar a ſpan 
1 no arguments can ſurely be neceſſary: 
This truth is frequently the ſubject of 
diſtourſe, and frequently evident to our 
ſon fes, and no one was ever yet ſo abſurd 
as to deny that the grave is the common 
receptacle of the human race; and that one 
event bappenetb unto. all; to the: righteous i 
death pronounced upon man alone; all 
creatures: that move upon the earth, that 
divide the waters, or cleave the air, muſt 
experience the ſame fate; for that. which 
befalleth the ſons of man befallethibeafts z as 
the one-dieth, ſo dieth the other; yea, they 
have. all one breath, fo: that a man hath no 
Pre-eminence above a beaſt. All go unto one 
Place, all are of the duſt, and all turn to duſt 
again . The ſame propenſity to decay and 
corruption pervades the works of nature 
and the labours of art; all that hath been 
e from the beginning of time, and 
£7: 4, %Ecelef; ili. 19, 20. 


<< BY rener. 


35 all 
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all that the contrivance of m- 
able to produce. The. vegetable world VII. 
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hath its infancy, its maturity, its decline 


and death. The flower ariſes; bloom fut A, 
6 fevlets: aden ee Aud. Ne. 1 


around the contemplative man, 


him oß that diffulutidm which\is common 


to 1 00 War under the ſun. Id th t * 


When we 01 back „pen met time n 
is paſt, how ſhort does it appear! The 
tranſactions of years ſeem like a ſucceſſion 


of viſions, and equally trifling and vain. 


with thoſe thoughts that agitate the mind 
when memory and reaſon fleep, and fancy 
preſents 
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grees, covereth the hills with ats ſhadow: 

but the next generation fees it wi thered and 
hewn to the ground. The moſt curious 
piece of mechaniſm which the ſkilfulleſt | 
artiſt can frame, as ſoon as-iti1s brought to 
perfection, begins to wear itſelf away by 
its on motion. Thus doth every object i 
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SEN. preſents an aſſemblage of wild and con- 
vn fuſed ideas. If we meaſure that which'is 
dme by, that which is paſt (and no- 
thing can be more reaſonable than ſuch an 
eſtimate), we ſhall perceive that life, at its 
moſt; extended period, is but as a point. 
Man comes into the buſy world mixes 
awhile: in its cares, occupations, and fa- 
tigues, and paſſes through it as the cloud 
that flies over the meadow, and leaves 
no track to mark its courſe-. The! ſun a- 
riſerb, and tbe fun goeth doun, and baſteneth; 
tube pluce whence he aroſe * : 80 man en- 
ters upon his terreſtrial pilgrimage, pur- 
his journey, and haſtes to the abode 
from hence he came. Luro rbe place from 
whence: the river come, thitber they return 
again So man glides imperceptibly a- 
way; to the earth from whence he was 
formed, thither he returns. The wave 
that now appears, is urged on by the waves 
that follow upon the N e makes no 
* Feclel. i HS» 5 | 
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impreſſion 


1 . ' Sai 
after a ſhort time, there is no rememberar 
of one man more than of another, p Ti; 
whichittow0-1s, in the days to come \ hall u 

Aae And bow dieth tbe auiſe man H 
f val K. IT his, perhaps, of all others, 
518 yg -mortifying reflection to the 
wiſe men of this world, that all their 
boaſted and envied knowledge cannot * © 
empt them from the ſame fate which at- 
tends the meaneſt of their dee biel 
moſt groveling: of the brute creation, and 
the obſcureſt weed that creeps along the 
ground. Let the philoſopher conſume his 
days and nights in mental labour, improve 
every faculty with which he hath been en- 
dowed, and penetrate into the deep receſſes 
of learning: Let ſcience pour her treaſures: 
into his lap, and fame declare his pre- emi- 
nence from nation to nation: Vet the hour 
ne when he mene turn en 70 ** 
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Ron! earth, 


NY 
enn. arbjond thi all Dir thoights per ib The 
eye! which explored the volumes of anti- 


vis. 


—— anity 


= And traced the vatious' p 
of the globe, ſhall: be cloſed in darkneſs ; 


3 > 


and the voice which wiſdom W thall 


be — no more. 
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ny 0 us, life is as a . er. but to the 


BTERNAI, it is as nothing: Mine age ir as 


nor bing before tbee. Human underſtanding 
cannot conceive how inconſiderable muſt 
be the portion of human life to HIM who 


liveth for ever and ever; to HI, 20500 before 
the mountains were brought forth, or ever the 


earth and the world” were made, was Gon, 
from everlaſtin g, and world without end . 


' Thouſands and ten thouſands of years, in 


his fight, are but as yeſterday in the fight 


of man. Ages paſs away ar a watch in the 


night, Beautiful as this alluſion of the 


pfalmiſt's is, it can ſcarcely afford an idea 
n „ - 


 '® Plal, xc. 2. 
| ſufficiently 


16 ions 
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ſufficiently gifting: 8 9 be wer 
| Hm of time before the eye of Oπαπν re- 
TENCEs The period of Our exiſtence, j is 
| lol: than any grep es can _— 


mary Os FOE Heine 22107907 bas 


mom on bz sd 
The et care of a it man is to pro- 


vide for thoſe events that are foreſen. 
Death is an event which all can foreſes; 
Jet, for | — A; 


t. how few are ſtudious to pro- 


vide! Have we not often wiſhed. to diſeo - 


ver what ſhall happen Bereafter, that We 
might arm againſt imp da 


Without lifting up the veil Which hides the 


F future, we are eee, 
infallibly over 


ening enemy how few ave: ſedulous! to to 
arm! We are negligent, but not khrough | 


Ignorance; we are ſupine, but not through 


exemption. from peril. The particular 
moment when the ſoul hall be ſeparated 


 8ERMs 
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from the body is indeed unknown; but we 


are certain that our time is ort. Man is 


8 a plant 


EY 
777 2 plane that flouriſhes but a day: Ii 75 
1 morning he is green, and groweth up; bat in 
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the evening is cut down, dried; and withered, 


Nor can our careleſſneſs proceed from an 
idea, that our departure to another world 
is not an object of ſufficient importance. 


What reward would be eſteemed too great 
for bim who ſhould inform us of an ap- 
proaching incident, by the knowledge of 


which we might acquire the wealth of the 


Indies and the empire of nations? Or 


what ſhould we think that ſeer deſerved, 
who, by diſplaying the page of futurity, 
| might teach us to eſcape perpetual miſe- 
ry? Yet is not the end with which we 
are already acquainted, the end for which 
we neglect to provide, of more conſe- 
- quence than the acquiſition of ſilver and 
gold, of power and dominion, the trea- 
ſures of kingdoms, or the government of 
worlds? Is not the certainty that we are 
to die, of which we want no information, 


In more © important to us, than the 
| | foreſi * 


chats e. wes vic can We not ſti. 
nulate our ſluggiſh virtue, conſitm our 


| and. dominion. as will continu 
che peopled planets are conſumed? By this 


weakirefol utions, and ſecure ; ſuch: riches 
> when all 


awful reflection, that death is the gate to 
eternal happineſs or miſery, can we not lear. 


ſo to apply our hearts unto wiſdom, that we 
n n the worm eee dies! 


n * 
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With We aeg. Fwy with 


pace, the univerſal deſtroyer eee 3 
yet ſdmetimes he ſuddenly appears, and 
ze a thief : in the night, | 


ſteals, upon us, li 


when we are {lumbering and defenceleſs. 
Will not this induce us to have always 
our loins girded and our lamp burning? 
Shall we not perform immediately all that 
temains undone ? Man goeth forth unto his 
work and to bia labour until the evening; but 
6:1; - 1 


| dees of any. HAIRS thin eren ent. 


. 


= ns upon him, and his tafk cannot be e 


if he ee b labour dur- 
ing the light of day, the darkneſs choe 


ed. A day is the wimoſt ſpace of time a 
lowed him; but many ate called away by 
the Lord of the vineyard, as ſoon-as the ſun 
is riſen; many are called away ere noon; 
and few remain in the field when the ſun 
goes down. Does the prudent man forget 
that the opportunity of advaneing himſelf 
in the world will ſoon be loſt? Does he 
behold wealth and diſtinction in his reach, 
and neglect to graſp them? Does he paſs 
by the good things of this life, and ex- 
claim, To-morrow will be time enou gh 
4 to be rich; the next year will be time 
esc enough to be great? No: In the dawn 
of his exiſtence he engages in the purſuit 
of intereſt or pleaſure; with unremitting 
eagerneſs he continues the chace through 
all the ſtages of his being, and ſcarcely re- 
ſigns it even when his -powers are ſpent 
£ * his ſtrength faleth⸗ A diſtant period 
8 1s 


oſs and Vanity. of Lift. 


that: periſh with the uſing, or of honours 
that fade while they are planting; but a 
8 diſtant period is ſoon enough to think of 
treaſures that never n * of r. 208 $ 
— e en „ ie ae 
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1 * e A bbedde of ag 
the preſent to the future, of providing for 
an hour and neglecting eternity, leads the 
contemplative mind to conclude, as did 


che king of Iſrael, that every man walkerh 


in a vain ſhew, and is altogether vanity ; 
vanity from the frailty of his nature, va- 


nity-from the folly of his purſuits: He 


Sn 5 ane and inowerh' not pug: ax 


. 8 83 2 # 
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"13 bo e nne up 80 riches bath n 


appeared to the truly wiſe, as a moſt diſ- 


tinguiſhing inſtance of human weakneſs. 
How inconſiſtent, that a being, capable of 


reflection, ſenſible how ſhort a time he 
e „ cſs 


* 
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to think of treaſures SERM; 
„ 


can remain upon this globe, and beholding 
how inſufficient is wealth to the happineſs 
of others, how unaccountably inconſiſtent, 
that a creature, thus taught by reaſon and 
experience, ſhould conſume the greater 


will remain only to harraſs and diſtract 


but the abundance of the rich will not ſuffer 
Bim to ſleep. This was the caſe in the days 


diſtinguiſhed above another, by the num 
ber of his flocks, and the extent of his 


turned into duſt. - Indeed it ſeems to be 


_ duces every effect, that the vice of avarice, | 


On the Shortnefe and Vanity of Lift, 


part of life to procure what will make it- 
ſelf wings and flee away ; or, if it remains, 


him! The ſleep of the labouring man is ſweet, 


of Solomon; this hath been the caſe ſince 
treaſure was firſt dug out of the bowels of 
the earth; or rather, ſince one man became 


poſſeſſions: With us it is ſtill the ſame at 
this day, and will continue to be ſo, till 
the world and all its ſplendour ſhall be 


deſigned, by that wenne Providence, 
which eſtabliſned every cauſe and pro- 


5 


On the Shortneſs and Vanity of Life. 


like all other vices, ſhould be its own pu- 
niſhment, and that he who had been in- 


juring and oppreſſing others, through avi- 
dity to accumulate gold, ſhould, after the 
toil and anxiety of acquiſition, be con- 


. e tormented with tho nw of depri- 


vation. 


— nod-the cevetou only who are 
Here ſaid to heap up riches ; almoſt every 


man, at ſome period or other of his life, 


endeavours to obtain more than is neceſſa- 


ry for ſupport and convenience, and looks 
forward to ſome time when he may reſt 
from every toil ; without conſidering that 
ſuch a ſtate is incompatible with the na- 


ture of man, who was born to labour, 
and who cannot be fatiafied "wimout la- 
bour. 4 5 


What then. will wealth avail? Can it 
afford that happineſs to thoſe we leave be- 
hind, which it could not give to us ?—lt 
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ERM. may lead our children to vice, but ſeldom 
a . will it make them wiſer or better. We can 
Beap up riches, but we know not 4who ſhall 
gather them. They may increaſe avarice, 
they may promote ſenſuality ; they may 

fill the coffers. of a miſer, or be ON 

ont 155 ee and the eee 1 


Auorber te en of the wanity of 
life i is, that man is diſquieted in vain. Let 
any one remark the thoughts that ariſe in 
his mind in the courſe: of a ſingle day, and q 
he will find that the greater part are dic- iſ 
tated by ſome buſy ſolicitude for the fu- 
ture; and let him further remember what 
was the apprehenſion which cauſed that 

A Ns ſolicitude, and he will generally find, 
3 from the event, that he was anxious in 
vain. The evils that await us we can ſel- 
dom foreſee, and what we foreſee we can 
ſeldom prevent; yet we are ſcarcely ever 
ſatisfied with the preſent ſcene, but idly 
and foolithly are for prying into diſtant 
„ proſpects, 


; ay a Gm gh 2 An 
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me, doch every a. walk; in a, vain 
ee 3 the cares 55 e ance, the 


if in rt 4 


dominion, the wiſeſt diſquieted in vain, 
and every man ſhewing himſelf to be, in 
bis wihes e —_ n Hag 


our eyes to another exiſtence, in every 
point the oppoſite of this; where we ſhall 
neither be diſtreſſed by apprehenſion of the 


liable to that ſtroke which cuts off all our 
enjoyments. The vanity of life ſhould 
lead us to reflect upon death, and the 
thought of death ne incite us to pre- 
you for e e g e e 
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future, labouring for periſhable droſs, nor 
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moſt powerful, diſtracted. with the toil of 
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VII. 
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on cb Bort " and Vanity of L N. 
The e . reſult from theſe 


i on the ſhortneſs of our terreſtrial 


pilgrimage, are medias obvious; and 


all that can be urged on a ſubject like this, 
hath been ſo frequently adduced, that it 
may appear wholly needleſs to lay before 


you ſuch trite and familiar obſervations. 


and religious worſhip. The Sabbath releaſes 


But we perpetually forget the truths we ja 


know; we have conſtant: occaſion for the 
repetition of the very ſame remonſtrance. 


Even in the hour of ſobriety and leiſure, 


we are deſirous to baniſh from our minds 
all ſerious and melancholy ideas. The view 
of diflolution is ſhunned even in the deep- 
eſt ſolitude ; much leſs will we permit the 
awful proſpect to intrude. itſelf upon us, 


when we are occupied with the toils of 


buſineſs, or allured by the hlandiſhments of 
pleaſure. That inſtitution, therefore, can- 
not be too highly applauded, or too thank- 
fully acknowledged, which appoints one 
day, in every ſeven, for pibus meditation 


us 
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us: from all worldly avocations, awakes our SER. 
torpid attention to the concerns of eterni= VII. 
ty, and affords us the means of ſecuring * 
our hearts againſt every temptation that 
ſurrounds us. In the temple ſacred to His 

name, we may undiſturbed addreſs the 

KING IMMORTAL AND INVISIBLE, Who 

will Lear from heaven, bis dwelling-place, 


and when he heareth, | will forgive: We 


may liſten to the Goſpel of light and life, 
and learn, while we behold ourſelves en- 


compaſſed by the monuments of the dead, 
to prepare for the manſion appointed for 


all the living. 


F on man knoweth not bis time a the 
fiſh that are taken in an evil net, and as 
the birds that are caught in the ſnare, ſo 
are the ſons of men ſuared in an evil time, 


when it falleth ſuddenly upon them *. Every 


hour, every moment ſhould be diligently 


# Eccleſ. | ix. 12. 


improved, 
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128 On the Shortiefs and. Panic of _ 


SER. improved, for the moment that 'is-paſt 
uit. turns no more. The grave is no place for 
"0M repentance. In the cave of darkneſs and 

ſilence no work can be performed. What 
is here unfiniſhed, can never be complet- 
ed; what is here loſt, can never be regain- 
ed—Is life tranſient ? then /er- thine bouſe 
in order. Is eternal joy to be e ? then 
peg ny: ye ape SSA 
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ROMAN s ii. 7, 8. 


To them who, by patient continuance in well 
doing, ſeek for glory, honour, and immor- 
tality, eternal life : But unto them that 
are contentious, and do not obey. the: truth, 


but obey: unrighteouſneſs, I. and 
wrath. The EE 


. paul, who was peculiarly the s 
apoſtle of the Gentiles, in all his 
writings labours to free them from the 
ceremonial obſervances of the Moſaic in- 
ſtitution, which the Jews wanted to ob- 
trude upon the heathen converts to Chriſ- 
tianity 3 
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Jews as fully entitling them to the fa- 


80D was bound to receive and to bleſs 


o. 4 future State "A 


SERM. tianity; and, with the ſtrength of reaſon 

VIII. and authority of Scripture, he expoſes the 
— opinions, which, being generally en- 
tertained and induſtriouſly propagated. by 
his nation, gave much vexation to indivi- 
. and diſturbance to the church. 


A hs this epiſtle he enters * a fall diſ- 
cuſſion of the privileges that were claimed 
by the Iſraelites, and refutes their errone- 
dus notions of juſtification and election. 
The covenant made with Abraham to bleſs 
his poſterity, and the promiſes given to 
the: patriarchs, that their ſeed ſhould be 

a choſen people, were conſidered by the 


vour and protection of their JIEHOovAx, 
even though they ſhould not implicitly 
obey his commandments, nor practiſe the 
duties of morality: For they argued, that 


them, by the engagements into which he 
had * with their progenitors. They 
called 


walk in the ſteps of Abraham. The Jews, 


to holineſs of life, for to them was more 


Gon againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighteouf- 
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called themſelves his adopted children; and SY 

aſſerted, that all their offences were ſuffi- VT 
ciently expiated by circutncifion and ſa- 

crifice, and the other: rites of * n 

cab law. eee (00S We 2 nat. 491 
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ln: oppoſition: to theſe e hats; St; 
paul declares, that all who commit ſin, 
whether Jews or Gentiles, are liable to 
puniſhment ; and that the promiſes made 
to Abraham, can only extend to thoſe who 


as they enjoyed ſuperior advantages to the 
Gentiles, were under greater obligations 


clearly revealed from heaven the wrath of 


neſs of men . They had been taught to j 
Juſtice and to ſove mercy; to awaſh their hand: 
in innocency, and to make them a new heart 
"i a new PIE. The acrifices and wn 
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tions, 


0 2 future Sture * K 
ions, 00 of thoſe who, while! they 


to juſtification and election, and clearly 
demonſtrate, that not the bearers, but the 
doers' of the law, were juſt before, Gop : 
For as many as have finned without law, ſhall 
alſo periſh without law; and as, many as have 
ON in the law, Jour; be Mute by the law. 


knew the will of Gop, neglected to per- 
| form it, could never be acceptable to Him, 
who, would render to every man according to | 
his deeds ; To them who, by patient continuance 5 
in well doing, ſeek for glory, honour, and i in- 
5 mortality, eternal life; But unto them that ll ©. 
art contentious, and do not obey the truth, but | . 
obey unrighteouſneſs, indignation and wrath, | | 
tribulation and anguiſb, upon every. ſoul of | 25 
man that doeth evil of the Jew fir}, and al- 1 | 1 
fo of the Greet: For there is 10 reſet of pro 
n with Gov. 4 our 
8 * hus did 8 56, 3 oaks AY W war 
EEE, the preſuming claims of his countrymen ¶ row 
la 


as 9 „ That 
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den ä * „ 
That time Will Home, when the 5ERM. 
Gonernes af the Univesſe ſhall. Judge . 
> World in righteoufaeks, can never _ 
doubted. by any who believe in the attri- 
butes of the Deity, aud the iamortality of 
the ſoul. But, before I enter upon the 
progfs Which eſtabliſh this moſt impor- 
tant truth, we will confider what would 


be che condition of e LA 0 n | 
- 3 aden were ae 11055 
0 l 1 | 
C 14 i 16s 1 1 ies N. 

1 1 ive no ben f a | Fature fate, no . 
9 Wl progent beyond che regions of mortality, 


: our days would be paſſed in gloomy inac- 
j tion, and the time of ur ſojourning here 
void be 2 period. of dejeftion, of for- 


en Wi row, and of deſpair. The reflection that 
rly ve were born only. to die, muſt ſo often 
the 


| ariſe in every. mind, and the diſmal unger- 


v: Wig: of gur continuing upon earth exen 
all bor che ſucceeding hour, muſt fo often ſtrike 
ave Wl the moſt careleſs, that if in #bic Jiſe onſi e 
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: 1 man wan * Waere a miſerable = 
a L Sole — 2 
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81 Vein 2 f Death? WY e now is ſo ter 
Di hing ie mortals;"as the vain 
a by connections, and the difolation 
ber all Satt ace e deen becb in 
tolerable, hen Sonftdcted as" the end of 
Allthin bs! the total ah of 'our na- 
ture, the annihflatfen of foul and body 
Evety theerful” image would be repreff 

ed by't this gloomy thoug at; every Attrac- 
tion, which now gives ſpirit to induſtry, 
| "would loſe i its power: The dread of that 4 
Prosching mötent, Wheti all uf tougt 
£ Walde ith, Would haunt us Ike 4 Phan- 
tom, trausforni the buſy ſtage wie now 
tread into a theatre of lamentation, and 
preſenr one 'unchanging ſcene of Egle 
e e anxious! perturbation. 
Irs Hoi Ku Moch fte Inst 01 r. ET : 5 
Sreat Lord of the Avene me 8 
tures with the hope of fo ne otherexiſtence, 
when this earthly tabernagle ſhould be diſ- 
ble. In thoſe countries where the Jewiſh 
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the yplertered. vulgar, though, heir igno 
range of ſcience-preyented them from pro- 
ting by abſtruſe ſpeculations, without a 

fincere belief in the immortality of the ſoul. 
o mental blindneſs Was ſufficient to ob- 
ure, no groſs corruption was: able to obli- 


7 ring © of religion, 


refate. this fundamental do 
high ſeems to have been engrayen on the 
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human heart by: the finger of r dos 5 
„ind enen Auf 145 13 N 
Of then ae bn df 
prove that we ſhall live hereafter, it may 
be ſufficient to mention thoſe which are 
aft worthy of regard, and which carry 
ane ol: the: . that can re- 
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10 N ardent, getagt Bf 
35 pity. And, _ 
+ The unequal Aab of good und 
evil in this fieſt ſtage of our; exiſt- 
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1 2 che ae accounts that have been tranſ- 
we W l 
| belief af a future late of ea dum pu- 
nmiſhments hach prevailed}; in polite and 
 eultivated”” ſocieties 5" in wild and+barba- 
rous climates. The poliſhed nations of the 
eee „in ancient OM * e 


bits Weges $0068 ll 
d bvey yo. e 3 upbils aon 
Nor hath this idea been wholly un- 
knowin in kiny quarter: bf-the-gloke, which 
hach been Piergelabe des argen augdadty ot 
al 2 the motderns The i 
ed unge of tlie rudeſt tribe, 
e eee eee 


x ne with the 
: Nor does he | 
doubt 


5 tuous: Weed by the remem 
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through CHRIST: who obey. his laws: The 

Gaſpel: f theReDezMER, the writings of 
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Heaven againft all abo bold the truth in un- 
righteouſneſs ; againſt all who; receive the 
truth, and yet ſin againſt it. As well may 
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raſs, the threats of man ſhall never 
rify. Though the inlets to ſorrow are ſo 
numerous that every one living muſt feel | 
ſome part of the general diſquiet, yet he 2 
will, comparatively, be lightly affected by 
misfortune, who remembers that the con- 
ſummation of all things is at hand; that 
the calamities of this preſent time are paſ- 
ſing away as the morning cloud, which is 
quickly ſucceeded' by the ſplendour of a 
noon-day ſun.—Nor ſhall the idea of 
death any longer fink the ſpirits, diſturb! 
our tranquillity in the hour of medita- ' 
tion, damp every pleaſing ſenſation in the 
day of ſportive hilarity, and caſt a diſ- 
mal gloom upon each ſurrounding object. 
Death; indeed, hurries us from this ſcene, 
but it bears us to another; it diſſolves all 
human ties, but it gives birth to new con- 
nections; it deſtroys all mortal pleaſures, 
but it leads to ſuperior enjoyments. He 
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4 the proſpect of a future ſtate is a pro- 
ſpe& of terrour. Can the criminal delight 
in the preſence of his judge, or anticipate 
with joy the day of condemnation : — But 
why will ye periſh ?=Gop hath no plea- 
ſure in the deſtruction of the unrighteous, 
The earthly diſpenſer of juſtice cannot, liſ- 
ten to the ſuggeſtions of pity, and muſt 
deliver up the guilty to puniſhment : 
But the Heavenly King will hear the 
cry of penitence, temper judgment: with 
| mercy, and freely pardon the relenting 
E ſinner.—Caſt away, therefore, all your 
offences, cleanſe the guilty hand, and pu- 
rify the corrupted heart; hear and repent, 
believe and obey; that hen the LoRD 
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influx of wealth which ſwells the mind 
with inſolence; and that long continuance 
of uninterrupted proſperity, which leads 
men to to forget the many afflictions to which 
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ttieir palaces with fire, and put their ſons 
and theit daughters to the ſword: When 
ge walked in darkneſt, and famine 
waſted in the can At the idea of this 
miſerable deſolation, the tenderneſs of his 
nature melted him into tears. He de- 
plored their blindneſs, their obſtinacy and 
impenitence: thou hadft' known,” even 
thou," ut leaſt in this'' thy duy, ebe things 
io hich belong unto thy _ But now 15 
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Fre who have trodden' under foot” the 
Mediator of the new covenant; and given 
themſelves up to a reprobate mind, are 
preciſely in the ſame ſituation with the 

loſt Jeruſalem. For them is prepared the 
_  befom of deſiruction, and over them muſt 
every good and feeling man ſhed the tear 
of unavailing ſorrow. Their power, or 
their cunning, will no more avail them in 
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prophecy was fully accom eee 5 and not 


. Was og _ another. 11 


5 


— F 4 bow]. 


. A biet lad 


powerful repreſentations have been made 


of the beauty of virtue, and the deformity 


of vice; of the pleaſures which attend the 
one, | and the calamities Which await 6 the i 
other; that we may well be ſurprized 


at that fatal corruption, which hath, at 


different periods, overſpread the world. 


Wickedneſs in all places hath found many 


followers, but piety hath been attended by 


an inconſiderable train. Vet, can any coun- 
try be found here the inhabitants know 
not that, ſooner or later u ice is cer tain 
miſery? Can any place be pointed out, in 
which no one hath ever ariſen to open the 
ame; and exhort men to for- 
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Ma Glad their errors and erimes d. Hove not 
prophets. and apoſtles, - or moraliſts and 
teachers, every where appeared, to call 
their brethren. out of darkneſs. into light, 
to turn them; from. folly, to wiſdom, from 
perdition to ſafety and joy? Or, if in- 
ſtructors could be wanting, hath not the 
conſcience of mankind acted as a faithful 
monitor, declared their duty, and, incitcd 
them to perform it? Though the heart is 
prone to ill, forward to betray, and deceit- 
ful above all things, it hath never been able 
ſo far to blind the underſtanding, as, in 
material points, to make it receive evil for 
often worn the ſemblance of truth, and 
the craf t and deſigning have heen ever 
ready to miſlead the ignorant; but When 
did any of us tranſgreſs the great laws of 
reaſon and religion, without perceiving 
ſomething which ſeemed loudly to re- 
proach us? When did any man defraud 
his neighbour, by falſe teſtimony deprive 


him 


"kim of bis evputrarivoj! e the affec- anne + 
tion of his wife, or treacherouſly cut him ix. 
off by the ſtroke: of malice and revenge, * 
without wang ſenſible tber he was a vil 
lected any preſſing duty, when have you; 
been ſlow to acknowledge the all- gracious 
BENEPACTOR, or repulſed: with inſolence 

moſe that had a claim to your compaſſion, 
W without hearing this judgment pronounc- 
ed by the warning voice within, Thou art 
weig bel in the. balances. and found avant 
ng? Never was man, to any great degree 

at leaſt, ignorantiy flagitious. We do what 
is forbidden to be done, not that we are 
unconſcious of evil, not that we have heard 
no invitations to repentance, not that our 
conſciences have ceaſed to reproach us; 
but becauſe we will not hear; becauſe we 
will neither attend to the remonſtrance of 
reaſon, the preaching of the apoſtle, nor 
the call of grace. We are, therefore, like 
wo "Oy our Lord lamented ; O Feruſalem, 
Jann 
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How often” would I have 


obichens under her avings," and ye would 
— {> But; let the ſinner remember, that 
on him the ſame ſentence is pronounced: 
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The _ at wad may ende us, its 
eee attract our hopes, and its 


pains and pleaſures divide our attention: 
But ſurely the hour will come when dif- 


other idea be loſt in the awful expectation 


of eternity; when the cheerfulneſs of the 
gay ſhall be clouded by the view of mor- 
tality; the labours of the buſy inter- 
rupted by the intruſion of ſickneſs and 


blaſted by the approach of death; when 


2 
* Matt, xxiii. 37, 


Fa calc 


and — nen are . unto 2 ! 
athered thy chi. 
, even as a hen gathereth her 


aſe 


merriment into che, ery of. errour. 
young „„man may now en 
ſtrength, and let Fra 7 cbeer him in the 
days of bis youth ; he may walk in the ways 
of his inclination, and follow the dictates 
of his intemperate paſſions; buf know: thou 
for all theſe Pp Gop will bring thee into 
judgment . The aged may ſtill caſt a 
lingering en ye. upon thoſe objects which 
engroſſed him in his younger days; he 
may ſtill chirſt after pleaſures he can no 
longer taſte, and defile his imagination 
with the remembranee of impurity; but 
know thou the grave is opening to receive 
hee, and the hour at hand, when he that & 
ly, ſhall be 1 ah e t  4 u 
beef; | 8 

Much bath been ſaid and written on the 
efficacy or „ a death · bed repens 


$2 2B | 1 


* Ecclef, Xl, % : 


N tance z 


ance; but without FR at this time, 


IX. a point ſo intricate and uncertain, let me 
nf, whether it is not a kind of madneſs to 


truſt a matter of ſuch infinite importance 
us eternal ſalvation, to the laſt, melancho- 
Iy, diſtracted moments of diſeaſe, when 
artention is divided by the ſettlement of 
worldly affairs, the affliction of our deareſt 
friends, and the overpowering agitations of 
hope and fear. Far be it from any ereated 
being raſhly to preſeribe limits to Divine 
mercy ; but may we not conclude, from 
reaſon and from Scripture, that he who 
hath not repented till the laſt. agonies have 
overtaken him, he who hath not actually 
reformed his life, and done every thing in 
his power to repair the miſchiefs his vices 
have occaſioned, will be rejected as a bane- 
ful and unprofitable ſervant ? He that hath 
run on in the career of iniquity till he is 


ſtopped ſhort by decrepitude and death, 


hath ſurely little to o hope, and much to 
fear. 
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zuld 


On 'the ger of Impenitence. 


7 Would to Go, than, Ahn it might be $ERM. 
the Krſt and conſtant care of every Chrif- - 
tit f life, and 
; he" faculties of his ſoul are in their full 
vigour, to ſeek: the things whic 
lis peace! How wretched: is the condition 
of him, who loiters and procraſtina 
all his powers are enfeebled; who begins 
the taſk of reformation when he is ſrarce- 
ly able to bear up againſt the infirmities of 
a ſecond infancy, and defers the prepara- 
tion for his n to a e 2 of 
4 his a AO {qi VVV 


while he is in the prime 


belong unto 


es till 
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+ Mid thatica: period may arrive, 
it "ein the things which moſt concern us, 
the means of acquiring eternal reſt and 
glory, will be hid from our eyes ? Long in- 
dul gence in evil, will make guilt habitual, 

will at laſt obliterate the remaining im- 
preſſions of goodneſs, and render us total- 
g ly inſen ſible to the moſt ſtriking admoni- 

tions. To the Oey wicked, Reaſon 
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.On the Danger of Tmpenitence. 
1 vain appeals, and Religion offers her 
aſylum i in vain; - Conſcience, w ary of in- 
:remonſtrances,: will at laſt aban- 


don the hardened ſinner, and. leave. him a 
miſerable * to e and ruin. 


* 6 
Nene 12 3 „ 
1. . 


* 5 awful is a ee that any 
auen being, formed by his beneficent 


Creator to be good and to be happy, ſhould. 


light every invitation to grace and fayour, 
till grace is withdrawn, and favour can be 
ſought no more! How dreadful is the 
idea, that they whom the Som of the 
HronxEs r died to redeem, ſhould continue 
deaf to his call, till this): are gene to 
judgment! 
A 

I there are any. who can remain un- 
moved at the danger of impenitence; if 
there are any who know that fatal levity 
of heart, which turns the moſt ſolemn 
truths into ridicule ; if there are any who 
can behold with indifference, however 
faintly 


BI. © 
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— 5 5 ww 86 „ 


* * 
8 eig a 


[ "IJ 


them perſuaſion will be vain, to them 


\ 
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faintly it may be repreſented, the awful sR. 


proſpect of the great and terrible day, to 1X« 


exhortation will be fruitleſs : We can on- 


ly deplore their wretched infatuation, and 
| lament that the things which belong unto 
their peace are hid from their eyes But if 


ye are ſenſible, as ſurely ye muſt be, of 
the miſery that awaits the guilty, if your 
recollection dwells with ſorrow and con- 


trition on the follies and enormities of 


your paſt lives, if you are willing to be- 


come one fold under one Shepherd, and 


anxious to be received into the new and 


heavenly Jeruſalem, go, and ſin no more. 
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Beloved, let Us tove one another, i love i is 


NE!” GY OE 


HIS epiſtle of St. John m may be cal- 


Adingnithing grace and glory of Chriſti- 


anity. When the infirmities of age had 


rendered this venerable apoſtle unable to 
perform the publick duties of his miniſtry, 


he was conſtantly led to the church, and 


only addreſſed his congregation with this 
1 ſentence; Little children love one 
0 another. When at length his hearers 

EE ond | were 


* 


led an exhortation to charity, . 
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SERM.,, were weary of this uniform repetition, 
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On Benevolence. 


and demanded; why he always urged the 


ſame injunction, he replied, «© Becauſe it 


the obligations we owe to mankind being 


» , thera union of, many. 


is, the command of our Lord, and if 
Mo . - do e elſe; this: alone is ſath- 


yh cient.” 8 

b Was . 1 the only eſſential 
qualification, dine, as we are told by St. 
Paul, it is the fulfilling of the lau s. All 


comprehended i in that ſingle virtue, if that 
can be called a fingle virtue yhich is ra- 


amine what, is meant by * . = 
ay its ken, hun Riff 5 ef N 


1 Fi 
nin 13 NH 


02 By hs as ” is 1 in. ay 7 AR par- 
ticularly in the epiſtle of St. John, may 
generally be underſtood extenſive. charity. 
Not that {; Porch: of moral — alone 
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but © unbounded,” univerſal? 8 benevolence 6". 
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: Ah itdent deſire” to promots the Welfare 
f and happineſs of all around fis, to helghten 15 
; joy, as well as to alleviate: tiftreſs 1 70 re- ; 

foice with them that rejoice, - as well as to 

weep with them that weeß: A willingneſs 
. to relinquiſh”! our own private advantage , 
? and gratification for the benefit of others: 4 
l | A Promptitude to view the actions of our f 1 
g neighbours in the moſt favourable light, | | 
it and to vindicate their conduct from the in- 1 
75 ſinuations of malignity, or the farcaſms of 
2, ill-nature : A readineſs. to forgive wart; to 4% 
at forget reproach, negled „ and injury; 

forbear retaliation, even on thoſe Wes 
2 enmity is irreconcileable ; and, on the 
& contrary, to overcome evil 55 goad. This 
iy is to love our neighbour as vurſelf: Te 
& is to fulfil the law.” OE ys 
8 8 

We will fie der * Pry of 

0 our duty, which ! us to * * 


relieve an enemy. 3881 


3 4, * 


9 Benevolence. 


To 2255 them that curſe you, and pray for 
8 1 which de eſpitefully ly uſe you, may at firſt 
appear an elevation of virtue beyond the 
attainment off humanity. When the mind 
is mortified by the contempt of pride, 

ſtung by the ſuggeſtions of maliee, or 
wounded by the coldneſs of ingratitude, 
we naturally recur to the cauſe of our ſuf- 
ferings, and deſire, in the firſt bitterneſs 
of paſſion, to inflict ſorrow for ſorrow. 
But were this eagerneſs in returning evil 
indul ged to the utmoſt, the world would 
become a theatre of war. We all under- 
-gO pain or inconvenience from the baſe- 
neſs or folly of others; every one, there- 
fore, hath ſomething to revenge; and 
ſhould each of us purſue, with the unre- 
+ - mitting ferocity of hatred, the brother that 
injures or offends, peace, order, and de- 
cency, would make themſelves wings, and 
ty away as eagles toward heaven ; all ties 
and connections by which men a are held to- 
gether, would be broken wild confuſion 
and pogoverndble rage would lay waſte the 
hk ; earth; 


On Bene: —_ 


earth; and man, who boaſts himſelf a ra- 


oC 10 eas 


tional and intelligent being, w ud 8 
little other employment than 0 ale > h 


41 * it 1 51 * 8 me nas 


fellow creatures, and hunt - own his Pt rey 


12 20 Tov; 


like the dogs © of the foreſt. 


5 , OW= 
; 34 ; Nr N 
ever, for mankind, the guſts 705 1 rious an- 


get are commonly tranſient. Time aids 


293 of is £7 


reaſon. and religion, melts obduracy, anc 
ſoftens malignity. In the firſt moments 5 


n pas 


of diſappointment or affliction, human na- 


ture muſt feel and reſent ; but to continue 7 


110 


obſtinately cruel, to refuſe, ; admiſtic on to 


every extenuating thought, to mut our 


1 


ears to perſu: uafion and entreaty, to harden 


. x 


our hearts againſt. every emotion of | pity | 
and tenderneſs, and with rancorous malice 
to perſecute, 1 from day to day, the repentant 


culprit, is to degrade our nature, to poiſon 


our enjoyments, to render ourſelves. the 


objects of univerſal deteſtation, to become 


unfit for this world, and moſt unfit for 


a 
that which i is to come, 5 
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. © often che boaſt af many, and dignified with 
wo narhei of juſt; reſentment ;- but let it be 
1555 - bemembercd} that no continued refentment 
can ever be juſt. Is it reaſonable to ex- 
pet from others, What is not found in 
ourſelves? Let us ſuppoſe that we! have 
heaped a as great obligations upon any indi- 
vidual, as it is: poſſible for one human be- 
ing to Confer upon another; ꝓet, what is 
the: good he hath received from us, in 
| compariſon of that which we have received 
from the Giver of all good? From Him 
ho :creates, \who- feeds, Who preſerves, 
who redeems us? Every act of diſobedi- 
ence to His commands, every omiſſion of 
negligence, or delay of indolence, is a more 
flagrant breach of the law of gratitude, 
than can be made by che baſeſt deſertion 
of friendship between man and man. And 
who can Tay that he hath not- offended? 
Who can declare that to his Maker he 
owes nothing, that he hath diſcharged 
12 every 
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every debt, and will rigorouſly exact all that k, 


is due to him from his fellow creatures? 


When we are uniformly grateful to our 
Creator, we may require uniform gratitude 


from our brethren; but while we have need 


of nr we muſt beware of e 


e 2 S N ow 
1 


25 Ker us now take a general view of that 


philanthropy which is the characteriſtick 
of a Chriſtian, oppoſed to that ers 
: Whoſoever 
hateth bis brother is a murderer, 20 ye tnou 
that no niurderer hath eternal n e in 


him . 


which conſtitutes a murdere 


A murderer, we need not be told, is one 


of that being which no power can reſtore. 
He is juſtly called the peſt of ſociety; he 


is ſhunned by all, from a principle of felf- 


1 John iii. 15. 
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prevailing tranquiflity or diſquietide is be- 
bination of things appa- 
rently trivial. The- cheering ſmile of be- 
nevolence, the alacrity of good- nature to 
aid and to amuſe, and the conſtant inter- 
courſe of kind offices, fill the breaſt with 
a pleaſing and regular compoſure; which 

leaves no room for uneaſineſs and diſguſt; 
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an, he is u ſtranger to fnldnefs and 
weg acquire the enehintiiig arts of 
othin tenderneſs; and make hifniſelf the 
centre of domeſtick regard ? The bias, fer 
we can ſcarcely call it affection, which in- 
clines him to one particular object, will 
for a while, perhaps, be a curb to his na- 
ture; but this check will ſoan be loſt. 
He finds the individual he hath fingled 
0 2 5 - out, 
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mortality, and perhaps to me peeu 

8 | les: Hei hath never learned to 
view the blemiſhes of others in a a- 
durable light; he hath never 
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Ac vexation WhO can 
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bly be objected, that, although 1 pro- | 
| per in a ſchool of morality, t 12e 


iciently connected with religion to ah 


urged to a ſociety of Chriſtians; if ſuch a 


ſuggeſtion can ariſe in the mind of any, let 
it be remembered, that it is one great 
aim of the Goſpel to enforce the duties of 


private life, and render us, in every con- 
nection, kindly fectionate. — Huſbands love 
our wives, and be not bitter againſt them, 


md the teacher of the Gentiles : Huſbands 
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til gentleneſs, and its hand diſſemi ies 
joy. Unawed by: ſuperſtition; and un- 

tainted by prejudice, it caſts an eye of be- 

nignity upon every party. Diſregarding 

the rules of a narrow policy, it ſcorns to 

be confined within the boundaries of a 
nation; to every kindred, and language, 
people le, it aer e ie and where 
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perity is conſidered. as a general bleſſin 
his adverſity i is deplored as a general miſ- 
fortune. When diſeaſe weighs him down, 
the hand of affection ſtrives to ſuſtain him 
tender aſſiduity We 0 hes by: his couch, and 
anticipates every wil Fhe prayers c of the 
good attend him; and at length, when his 
appointed time is come, his memory is 
honoured? upon earth, andochis ſoul aſ- 
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Yo But have everlaſting 1 He. And how 
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che apoſtle, Beloved, if Gon fo loved us, 
dor vng hr alſo to love one another . Let us 
remember, that or eternal, is inſeparably 

contiliited: with our temporal happineſs ; 
for ill- will, malice, and eruelty, can qua- 
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Ian this day four ſcore years old, and can I 
Aiſcern between good and evil? Can thy, 
| feruant taſte what I eat or what I drink? 
Can ¶ Bear any more the voice of finging ; 
men and finging women? Wherefore then 
_ ſhould thy 1 be We a burden unte "mr 
Lord the lion £ 35 


— 


* 5 


LTHOUGH Wwe are. I” apa SE RI. 
this globe to mortify our evil and xl. 
corrupt affections, and become worthy of a ECD ane 
mote glorious habitation ; although we are 

but ſtrangers travelling to our home, the 
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path” we tread is ſometimes uceth and 
flowery; many a delight hath the hand of 


Infinite Goodneſs ſcattered in the way; to 


# and "refrefh the wearied plgrim. 
A this ſenſes are inſtruments of pleaſure ; 
the eye is charmed with objects of beauty, 
the ear is ſoothed with notes of melody, 
and the taſte is gratified with inexhauſtible 
variety from che animal and vegetable 
world. Still greater and more ſubſtantial 
fatlsfaction reſults ftom the affections of 
the mind. Man does not purſue his courſe 
V ſolitade; each individual fees 
erlefs companions” proceeding in the 


fame track, from whonr he may ſelec ſpi- 


rits congenial-with bis own; he may form 


many connections, Which awaken all the 


finer feelings of the heart, and raiſe him 
to a ſtate of temporary fekeity. But as this 
earth ĩs not our ſeat of reſt; all earthly gra- 


tifications muſt, after a while, be reſigned ; 


if, by our unexpected removal to another 
11 they are not ſuddenly oft to us, we 
become 
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diffölution, replied, De ung buve I A 
live; that T. fboullgo/up With the frog unte 
Ferna? T an "Hhit-day "fourſcore © Mur 


/ old, and can 18 diſcren between good” and 


evil? Can thy ſervant tuſte what” I eat or 
what I drink ? Can I heur. any -more- the 


voice of finging men and ſinging women? 


Wherefore then ſhould thy guar or 5 col a 


1 unto "ny me the wings _ 


4. 


This We f ſacred hiſtory TT 
geſt the following inquiries: Whether 
this incapacity of enjoyment was peculiar 
to Barzillai, or common to old age; and, 


whether he did wiſely in declining the 
recompenſe which David offered him, and 


deſiring to return to his own eity, that 
he might be buried in the grave of his fa- 
thers? If it ſhall be found that he an- 
ſwered well, and that all men who arrive 


at the fame date, muſt expect the fame 


en decay, we 1 Wen aſk, with all 
e due 
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due -bumtlity, why. hath the Father: of snRM, 

ereies paſſed this decree, So long ſhall XI. 
| thy. 3 and no longer? Rm” 
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We with firſt; an er Time 
be the enemy of pleafure, and if life, 
after we llave numbered fourſcore years, 
be then, for its little ne but la- 
i bour and eee n ag a 
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N may an ebe as a a tagline; 
and though of the moſt exquiſite! work- 
manſhip, liable, like any other machine, 
toca' thouſand irregularities and di ſorders, 
even while its ſprings are yet ſtrong, and 
many of its parts entire; but if it eſcape 
theſe accidents, which may damage or de- 
ſtroy it long before the term of its uſual 
duration, it muſt, at laſt, wear away and 
periſn.— During the period to which our 
ſpecies is generally confined, hope and 
fear, grief and joy, occaſionally fill the 
boſom; but when we paſs the common 
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3 "rk paited; eihieicoan)diiGaiimnndhe 
. minds the faculties become dead, and the 


fout incapable of perception. The young, 
to uſe the figurative language of Solomon, 
pluck tt raſe of Sbaron, and the-lilly of. the 
vallies; they fit down under the-thade:of 
the almond tree; the bloſſom is fair to the 
fight, ard the fruit is ſweet, to the taſte: 
But the ſeaſon is at hand, when the bloſ- 
ſom ſhall be no longer fragrant, and the 


fruit ſhall ripen in vain. The young came 
ſaping upon the mountains with the ſwiftneſs 


of the roe: and call to theit choſen compa- 
Niong;:in the ſtrain of exultation, The g- 
re putteth;forch ber green figs:; the flowers 


appear on the,eatth; tbe time. of \ the finging 


of birds is come, and the voice of i the turtle 
is heard::in; our land: But the hour ap- 
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hearing. Nature blooms in, vain to the 


blind, and harmony ſounds in vain to the 
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hes, when the eye ſhall ſee theſe 
things no more, and the ear be dull of 


On Barzillar's Reply to David. 


when thou ſhalt lay of every earthly. good, 
I bave no pleaſure in them. When'the keep- 
err the houſe ſhall tremble, and: the ſtrong 
nen ſhall bow: themſelves, and the grinders 
ceaſe, becauſe they are fea, and thoſe that 
Hool out OF ARG Au kane. [muy 
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_. Afﬀe him, halt you obſerve: hore 
down with decrepitude, and tottering on 
the verge of the grave, if life hath any 
thing yet in ſtore, for which he can rea- 
ſonably wiſh to live. The delights of ſenſe 
have forſaken him, the delights of the 
imagination fail. Place before him the 
moſt delicate viands, he cannot now diſ- 
tinguiſh their exquiſite flavour; preſent 
him with the richeſt wines, they will 
gladden his heart no more; lead him to 
the top of an eminence which commands 
. extended n e out the wealth 
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deaf. The evil days muſt ſoon arrive, GERM, 
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SERM. and plenty of the vale, the. flocks" and 


herds, the fields and villages, the cities 
and palaces; his ſight is dim, the variega- 
ted landſkip he cannot diſcern. Collect the 
falreſt flowers and the richeſt odours; to 
him the perfumes of Arabia have loſt their 
ſcent. Endeavour to exhilarate his droop- 
ing ſpirit with concord and melody; let 
the damſels appear playing with the timbrels, 
let them ng to the fringed infiruments ; let 
the muſician ſtrike the harp, and try if he 
can expel uneaſineſs and languor, as David 
refreſhed the ſoul of Saul: By him, whom 
cold inſenſibility hath ſeized, the ſofter 
notes are unheard, and the louder are conſi- 


dered as harſh and diſcordant: the mirth of 


tabrets ceaſeth, the noiſe of them that rejoice 
endeth, the jay of the barp ceaſeth *., Will 
he join in the race with the ſwift, or draw 
the bow with the ftrong ? His limbs are 
feeble, and his nerves relaxed, and exerciſe 
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and ſports can no longer engage. Since SERM- 
then he derives little ſatisfaction from the *. 
objects that ſurround him, and is unable 8 
fill up the heavy hours with active recrea- 
ation, Will you aſk if he can lock into his 
own: mind and extract amuſement From 
himſelf? Even this-reſource.is denied him: 
His memory, faint and imperfect, cannot 
trace the paſt events of his liſe, and ſoot 
him with the recollection of pleaſure; bis 
imagination, dull and confuſed, cannot 
wander from ſcene to ſcene, and preſent, 
to the intellectual eye, diſtinct images of 
abſent or inviſible objects; his fancy, cold 
and inert, cannot enrich him with new 
ideas, nor kindle the glow of animation :— 
a he whole ſoul is diſordered, and. WM its 1 
enerz) e,, No and Eoin fc 1 5 
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re But ſhould eee. thoſe who are 
le exempt from this total debility, whoſe me- 
mories are {till freſh, and whoſe, bodily or- 
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of the giddy, and 
nence of the frivolous... Nothing is per- 
ceived on which the weary ſoul ſecurely 
reſts: They cannot flatter themſelves with 


On — to David. 
 8ÞRM; gans ftill perform their functions, we fliall 


find but little to make us ſolicitous for 
longevity. Regret embitters the 1 me- 


lancholy darkens the future; they 
perienced the folly of purſuit, 9 


experienced the emptineſs of poſſoſſion; 


their choſen friends have dropped away one 


after another, and left them lonely in the 


midſt of ſueicty. New cuſtoms have: been 
eſtabliſhed, : to which they are ſtrangers ; 
new forms and attentions muſt be ſtudied, 
vrhich they cannot readily learn. The ca- 
ſual vexations of the hour grow up into ſe- 


rious evils ; they are diſtreſſed; by the noiſe 
irritated by the imperti- 


the proſpect of diſtant years, and the hope 


of many good things yet in ſtore; the 
grave is the immediate proſpect before 
them, and a future ſtate their only hope. 


lo. 


On :Berzilldi's Reply to David. 


We may ſometimes; indeed; ohſfrve a - SERMe 
fingular inſtance of vigorous und cheerful 


old age. A few there are Who enjoy the 
peeuliar bleſſing of ſtrength of boy and 
— mind, at a period when their 
contemporaries are falling intb ſlejection 
1 ab dotage. A few the are, Whoſe-\ 
real and mental powers remain nhlmapaiteK; 
like the wheels of 'a-well-conſtruRed en- 
ine, till they all fail together, und every 
part ſtops at once. But ſo rarecare' theſe 
exceptions, that they always attract our 


admiration 'as ſomething out of the com- 


mon courſe of nature, and will not; there- 
fore, at all affect the general Wee 
life, protracted e a certain een 
c eee p „ foidw no v9 
o ion en tonnes) Vi: fle: 
This being admitted, we ſurtly need not 
pike: to determine, that Barzillai an- 
ſwered wiſely 3 for, when he could "RO 
longer taſte; what he eat or what he drank; 
why ſhould he ſeek to partake the luxuries 
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SRM. of a royal table? When he could no longer 
| hear the voice of ſinging men or of ſinging 


KI. 
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On Barzillar's Reply to David. 


women, why ſhould he enter into the hall 


of muſic, and fit inattentive to the lute 
and the ſong? The King would have aug- 


mented the wealth of his ſervant, and ho- 
noured him with titles of dignity; but of 
what uſe are riches to him, who cannot 
reliſh the advantages which riches pro- 


cure? Or what benefit can he derive from 


title and eminence, in whom the flame of 
ambition is extinguiſned? The Gileadite, 
then, did ſurely well, in reſigning theſe 


things to the young and the 08 and re- 


mn in your to his own 3 


WD Wan eee, will didn — 5 hath 
not that good and gracious Being, who 
gave us the capacities of enjoyment, per- 
mitted them to laſt invariably till we drop 


into the tomb? Why hath He, who is as 


kind and bountiful as He is juſt and 
powerful, marked .our concluding years 
with 
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ardour of the young, by ſhewing ahem, . 
akne Nen fathers, ae lese 
whoſe breaſt i Uu these May ariſe, 
| *recolle& what hath been ſo often rept 


/ that we live here, only that we may he fit | 


to live hereafter. and to the intereſts, of 
that futurity it would, doubtleſs, be high- 
ly, prejudicial, were human life, in compli- 
ance. with our fond. wiſhes, no eng 6 mu- 
ale and vain. 


s 3 us * that all thoſe things, 
which even now allure and charm us, were 
ſubſtantial and permanent; ſhould we not 
ſeek them with ſtill greater ayidity, and 
ſacrifice ſtill more to obtain them? Would 
the feeble ſenſe of moral rectitude, would 
even the incitements of religion, be ſuffi- 
cient to repreſs the impulſe of defire ? 
Should we ever think of the night when 
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with feebleneſs and folly, and damped: the 3522. 
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ſoon overtake us, when af the daighters of 


| boa burden, and de efire fail *; ye ate, in ſome 


induced to look forward to that abiding 
home, where grief, and languor, and imbe- 


bY We may dan gs n as the 


tally unlike thoſe we are to experience 


4 man ee $ ould Ader kern to 
prepare for judgment? Bur nom fince we 
ſee that al b around us is emptineſs and 

nity; that man is born to trouble, to la- 
bour, and to diſguſt; that the hour will 


2 Pall Be brought low 


rde graftbopper 


meaſure, weaned from this vale of tears, and 


cility. ſhall ceaſe, and perpetual ſtrength, 


youth, and Joy, denen an us to . end 
of time. 5 nat hg : 
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gratific cations we exper 1ence here, are to- 


hereafter, it is highly neceſſary that we % 
ae loſe our reliſh for what is thus pe- P 

e Edt . Teles xii, 45; 5 
cular 


On Barxillai s Repiy to David: 


We Cur g promiſes to his followers, is not 
like the f ſenſual paradiſe of the Arabians, 

nor the elyſian fields of the Teathen: They 
who ſhall be welcomed. with: the happy 
title. of gend and Faithful ſervanto, are not 
to lie down on beds of flowers, breathing 
aromatic gales, and indulging their pa- 
lates with delicious fruits, lulled to ſlum- 


lights, theſe are the pleaſures of men; 
nd may we not then conclude, that to 


fore we are called from this globe, that the 
ſoul may be open to the reception of feli- 
city more n more ne f more 
d. „ 99 Sod adiler vu 


ts * * 
4 4 2 ? W 1 — » * 3 * o a ot b Ms 5 
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decline the feſtivity of a crowded circle, 
and fly with abhorrence from the haunts 


ber by falling waters, and awakened by the 
werbling of birds. Theſe are earthly de- 


E W date! bie ate hs ids 
may be led to remember, that they ſhould 
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local. The inheritance which sn204.- 
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theſe we are rendered inſenſible, even be- 
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of vice. Neat can he more Unnatural 
than a diſſipatad, nothing more contempti- 
ble than am immoral old man. If grey 
hairs be hondourable when accompanied 


wWäth ſobriety CES Laber are a 


ſhame- and: a repronch w en 
tevity and wickedneſs. 


zs the condition of him, who, after a youth 


weakneſs of age ſtealing upon him, while 


his paſſions remain impure and vehement; 


who reviews his ſins, not with- contrition 
that they have'been committed, but with 
regret that they can be committed no 
more, and is thirſting to be vicious with- 
out the power; Who crawls to the grave 


a ſpectacle of wretchedneſs and guilt, and 
ſees it cloſing over him while he is an alien 
to virtue and to Gop.—Let all who have 
entered into the paths of unrighteouſneſs, 


{top ſhort ere they advance too far, and be 


ſedulous to reform ere reformation be hopes 


leſs.— There is a ſin unto death. Let thoſe 


who 
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eee eee 
minds by meditation and prayer, and turn 
their thoughts and wiſhes towards that ex 
iſtence upon which they are juſt enter - 
ing. With them the nigöt is far ſpent, the 
day is at hand. But let them not withdraw 


from ſociety in moody dejection; they 


ſhould rather retire with content and 


cheerfulneſs, in the thought that they 


have run their race, and ſhall ſoon obtain 


the invaluable prize % let them not relin- 


quiſh the advantages of the world with 
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tardy unwillingneſs; they ſhould rather 


throw them afide with alacrity, as a man 


caſts away the toys and trifles of his child- 
W HEH N 
The young may learn not to ſet ſo high 
a value, as they generally do, upon the 
pleaſures of ſenſe, and the diſtinctions of 
fortune: While their views are extenſive, 
and 
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and their hopes ardent, they will, in ſome 
meaſure, be occupied by the objects that 
ſurround them; it is natural, it is reaſon- 
able that they ſhoud. As long as we are 
mortals, we muſt pay ſome regard to the 
concerns of mortals. Religion, When it 
aſſures us that all it wexation of ſpirit, does 
not exhort the labourer to forſake the til- 
lage of his field, or the noble to degrade 
himſelf from his rank, and conſume his 
days in the gloom of a cloiſter. Religion, 
when it requires us 70 paſs the time of our 
fejourning here in fear *, does not com- 
mand us to abjure all To innocent amuſe- 
ments of temperate gaiety. It only entreats 
us not to provide, with ſuch reſtleſs ſolici- 
tude, for the wants of this fleeting abode, 
to the loſs of that glory which ſhall be re- 
vealed hereafter. Religion ſpeaks as unto 
wiſe men ; it reminds us, that the ſorrows 
and comforts of this varied ſtage are mo- 


1 Peter i. 17. 


in mentary, 
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mentary, the puniſhinents and rewards "of | $ERM, 


g a future ſtate, eternal; and ap peals to dur I. Rl 
4 reaſon, whether it is not as much” our in- — 4 
of tereſt, as our duty, to abpain from * feſhly ; 
x het which war en, rhe *, *, 2 Ee | 
| : 
'S x 
4 7 with Boch Ager What! 1s thus 4 
* pre judicial to their laſting repoſe, | and | 
of what, even here, their declining facultics * 
n | will, not long 1 them | to 2925 1 
1 el AG is the 1 8 85 condition . 
of human kind. After many hours and Till | 
t years. .of care, they atrive at that ſeaſon, 1 
- when they grope in the dark Without hight, Ul 
4 and ſtagger like 4 drunken. man +: But I 9 ; 
when the miſeries and burdens of mortali- $180 
Of ty are conſidered, let us be careful to diſ- 1 | H 
15 tinguiſh the voice of ſober meditation from 5 bt 
* the murmur of fallen diſcontent. | The 1 ll 
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One: Bar villa" Og to David, 


Diſpoſer of every ching 
rigbiedus in all bit ways, and buly: ix all bis 
a; and it is as müch Gf duty and 


our wildem to bleſs him for that which he 
denies, as for that which he grants.” The 


Father of imbreies' and God of alt. nports | is 
not a goting parent who gives fror ineon- 
fidetate fondneſs, nor an arbitrary ruler who 


takes away from capricious tyrafmy. He, 


and He only, 4} Wſeerneth both kim umd judg- 
ment, and to our wants and weakneſſes He 
proportions his juſt and wiſe diſpenſations. 


He feourgeth every ſon Hon be rache; 


not that he delights to inflict pain, but 


that we may ze partakers: of bit B50 +. 
Nothing is more abfurd than to ſuppoſe, 
as is often fuppofed, that he who deelaims 
upon the vanity of life and the emptineſs of 
enjoyment, declaims againſt the goodneſs 
of his Maker. To fay that this is not a 
ſtate of felicity, is only to ay, what no one 


. Palm exly, . Heb. vii. 10. 


5 2 * 
« 8 2 r ; | 0 
— 1 — * — LL, will 


will deny, that this globe is not paradiſe; sx RM. 
that earth is not heaven. Here we are XI. 
ſtrangers and ſojoutners, not fixed and ſet- . 
lled inhabitants. As well might the tra- 
veller expect to find the road, through 
which he is paſſing to his home, every 
where ſtrewed with flowers, ſcreened from 
the ſun, and. ſheltered from the rain, as 
man to find the path he now: treads uni- 
formly pleaſant. As well might the ſailor 
hope to have the ſea perpetually calm, over 
which he ſails to a diſtant. climate: the 
wind may ſometimes blow too roughly, and 
toſs with violence his ſlender bark; but 
without that wind, Which will eccaſion- 
ally ſtir up the tempeſt, how can he be 
mired. 6 the have Ander 955 is 5 bound ? 


PS: 
I IS 


i is —— ee 55 him aha 2 
lorn of a: woman; but adverſity is ſurely 
neceflary : Yet, did we ſteadily purſue the 
great end of our being, how unimportant 
would all our ſufferings appear Is not 
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sERM. this the moſt fruitful ſource of vexation, 
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diſappointment, and bitterneſs of ſpirit, 
that we are conſtantly thirſting and ſearch- 
ing for happineſs, in a place where it 
never can be found? If, on this ſtage of 
turbulence and confuſion, we are, for the 
moſt part, eaſy and tranquil, it is ſurely as 
much as we ſhould reaſonably expect. We 
can only be abſolutely happy, in the ſociety 


of angels, 9 in they Law of Gov. 


* 9 % Pn N + 


; 120 — 48 + ws — : 


5 But ORR it t be ee, tlie 


man is ſubject to many Briefs which he 
can neither cauſe nor cure, he may always 
find ample conſolation in this conviction, 
that oben Be is tried, be ſball receive the 
crowt” of life. Though he be here the 
prey of debility and diſſolution, he ſhall 
ariſe to decline and to die no more. Be- 
yond all the changes: of this mortal dwel- 


ling, beyond the tomb which receives our 
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corruptible 
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corruptible bodies, beyond the clouds and. SERM, 
_ darkneſs which now overſhade us, may he 


who hath grown old in piety direct his 


aſpiring ſight. The corporeal eye can in- 


deed only range over the material world, 
but the mental eye can Pierce the ſtarry 
firmament, and explore thoſe glorious re- 
gions which faith and hope diſplay. Thi- 
ther, where no ſatiety diſguſts, let us wing 
our ardent wiſhes, and lift up our hearts 


in grateful adoration to that all-ruling Pro- 
vidence, which conducts us through the 


vale of dimneſs and ſorrow, to the manſion 


of light and Happineſs. 
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KINGDOM or HEAVEN. 
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LUKE xii. 32. 


Fear not little fuck, for it is your Father's 
good pleaſure to give you the kingdom. 


engaged in any purſuit but with a 
view to the end.—The peaſant breaks the 
clod, and ſcatters the ſeed, that in due 
ſeaſon he may reap the fruit; the trader 
mixes in the fatigue and vexations of buſi- 


neſs, that he may increaſe his ſubſtance, 


and provide a fund for the winter of age; 
the ſtudent devotes his nights to medita- 
tion, and his days to literary labour, ex- 

plores 


— 


J O one, capable of reflection, ever 
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plores the records of antiquity, and the 
pages of modern ſcience, that he may ſtore 


his r mind with knowledge, and raiſe him- 
ſelf to eminence.” 'Nothing, perhaps, * 


undertaken for the pleaſure it affords in it- 
ſelf, the effect it may Produce i is the lead- 
ing inducement. | 


But while we are attentive to the conſe- 
quence of our actions here, we forget the 
great purpoſe for which we were called 
into being. Wherefore was man endowed 
with faculties ſo comprehenſive, and ani- 

mated by a ſpirit ſublime and aſpiring? 
Why was he placed upon e a ſpacious globe, 

made ſuperior to the animal creation, and 


Furniſhed, with paſſions to ſtimulate, and 
reaſon to guide him ?. Surely not to toil 


through fourſcore years, and then return 
to the earth and periſh : Surely not to con- 


fine his wiſhes to the fading, unſatisfactory 
pleaſures of a day, and depart into ever- 


| Rag EI with the melancholy con- 


511 cluſion 
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clufion- that all is vanity; F or higher SER. 
views, for more ſubſtantial . joys, for no- 1. 
bler ends were his noſtrils filled with the 

breath of life. Inferior creatures were ap- 
pointed for his uſe, to feed, to clothe, or 

to ſerve him, and, after a while, to be diſ- 

ſolved and to appear no more ; but the hu- 

man race were formed to live for ever: 

Gop created man ta be immortal, and made 

him to be an image of his 0Wn ori 


Our bleſſed Yours, 5 05 hath eftabliſh- 
ed this glorious conviction upon a ſure 
and immoveable foundation, exhorts his 
followers neither to dread the perſecutions 
of their adverſaries, nor to be anxious for 
the advantages of the world. Our preſent 
afflictions are tranſient, and even our pre- 
ſent happineſs 8 confiReth not in abundance. 
Why, then, ſhould the threats of men 
ne, or the proſpect of wealth Aung? 


* Wiſd, ü. 23. 
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RN. The' neceffaries of food and raiment ſhall 


XII. be ſupplied by Him who diſtributes plen- 

ty to the fowls of the air; and for the reſt; 
Fear not, —it is your Father's good pleaſure 
to give you the: kingdom. 


Let us conſider what is the nature of 


that kingdom which is here promiſed to 
the primitive believers, and whether thoſe 


title to the ſame reward. 
the reſtoration of that ſecular dominion, 
which the Jewiſh tribes, in general, ſo 


of this aſſurance, we find the apoſtles con- 
. tending, upon different occaſions, who 


did they refign theſe hopes of beholding 
their leader on the throne of David, and 
of raiſing themſelves to the ſummit of 


their 


who now embrace the Goſpel, have any 
His firſt diſciples expected from ChRIs 
| Impatiently deſired; and, in conſequence 


among them ſhould be the greateſt; nor 
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earthly grandeur, till long intercourſe with 
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their ring Maſter had taught them that srl. 
his kingdom was not of this world, a and XII. 
the renovation of their hearts and affections * 5 
had inſpired them with brighter expecta- 
tions of an inberitance incorruptiblè and un- 
 defiled. Long were they unwilling to be- 
lieve, that he who reſtored the dead to life, 
ſhould himſelf be ſubject to mortality, and 
that his followers, like him, ſhould be de- 
ſfpiſed and rejected of men; but, at length, 
inſtructed by his precepts, and ſtrengthen- 
ed by his example, they bore with patience 
| the ſcorn and mockery of their nation, the 
perſecutions « of the Gentiles, and the ha- 
tred of mankind; and, only attentive to 

the j joy that Was ſet before them, they wel- 
comed the ſword, the ſtake, and the croſs, 
regardleſs. of the torture, and de 9p if ng tbe 


. 


2 8 No Chriftians, therefore, muſt look for- 

| ward to the diſtinctions of mortal greatneſs 
as the reward of their obedience: The 

12 555 prize 


\ 


IJ 
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225 F A prize Got which. oY bonds. 4 is not pre- 


: fent but future; the crown to which they 
N 5 Ae is not temporal but eternal. They 
muſt relinquiſh unlawful pleaſures and am- 
bitious views; they muſt endure the mi- 


ſeries of this probationary ſtate, and paſs 
through the valley of the ſhadow of death, 
before yy can arrive at the habitations of - 
oF. 
What Welk habitations are, the cu- 
rioſity of man may in vain endeavour to 
diſcover; though almoſt every people 
haue indulged their fancy in drawing looſe 
and imperfect. ſketches of the inviſible 
world. Some have repreſented the man- 
ſion of the bleſſed, as a beautiful and fer- 
tile garden; while others have ſuppoſed 
that, in paradiſe, every object they wiſh to. 
| behold ſhall immediately preſent itſelf to 
their view. Such conjectures, however, 
derive their origin from nothing but the 
vin ener of viſionary mortals : Even 


we, 


ed, that, although the Deity is every where 


rr OE YO BO PI I 
wv | - ; f 2 ww. 


ves upon whom the light of revelatic 


ſhone, can determine nothing with y f 
ſion concerning the peculia city of de- 
parted ſpirits. | Imagination may delight 
berſerf wih a*houſand. idle ſp — 0 


ven a from che inhabitants of e 
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preſent, and eſſentially pervades the im- 
meaſureable univerſe; yet there. is one re- 
gion in which he more particularly dwells, 
and even viſibly appears on ther throne of 
his glory, ſurrounded by innumerable hoſts 


of angels. To this bright abode, it is aſ- 


ſerted, the ſouls of the virtuous will be 
conveyed, and continue, to all eternity, 
employed in ſinging pſalms of praiſe and 
adoration to their Creator. This opinion 
ſeems well ſupported by many texts of 
ſeripture; but how far ſuch paſſages are to 
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and explore the whole circle 
tion: That their faculties will be thus 
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they are freed from this corruptible body, 
they ſhall have 1 iberty to range from planet 


to planet, trace out the remoteſt ſtar, 
of crea- 


continually enlarged, and that every acqui- 
ſition of knowledge will be an acquiſition 
of happineſs. But let it ſuffice us to be 


convinced, that wherever we may be fitu- 


ated, or however we may be — we 


hall reer che. . 7 #0 


There are Bitch any 0 9 not Soth 
themſelves with the thought of meeting in 


another world their former aſſociates, and 


being g again united to thoſe who were moſt 


dear to them on earth; 'whoſe ſocial gaiety 
enlivened the hours of leihe, and whoſe 


tender endearments alleviated the pains of 
ſickneſs. 


_ ſuppoſe that, among ſpirits, a renewal of 
connections can take place, which were 


adapted to men; which were formed by a 
ſenſe of mutual wants and dependence, and 


cemented by paſſions that will hereafter be 


marry, and are given in marriage ; but they 


that fhall be accounted worthy to obtain that 


world, and the reſurrettion from the. dead, 
neither oy nor are a in marriage *, 


4 


This Fre not, 1 afford any 


ground to affirm, that we ſhall. no more 


behold our departed friends, but only that 


we cannot be united to them in the ſame 
manner: There are celeſtial bodies, and bo- 
dies terreftrial ; but as the glory of the celeſ 
tial is one, and the ghry of the zerreſtrial 
onather, ſo the ſenſations of the celeſtial 


— 


* Luke XX. 34, 35. 
1 5 


extinguiſhed : The children of this world 


| figkneſs. 80 pleafing' a perſuaſion who SERM, 
would not wiſh' to indulge ? Yet we cannot 
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SERM. muſt be totally different from the ſenſa- 

XðII. tions of the terreſtrial. That which calls 

— for protection and ſympathy: from its ſpe- 
cies; when it is | /owr in weakneſs; cannot 
need the ſame N e — it 18-707 en in 
HOWE *. rte, Ait by 
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a ect ſociety we can have no 


conception of felicity; a ſolitary, muſt al- 


ways be a miſerable being; and we are ex- 
preſsly aſſured, that the ſouls of the right- 
eous ſhall be aſſembled together, and com- 
poſe an innumerable company : but wWhat 
will be their particular employment, what 
connections will be eſtabliſhed among them, 
what remembrance they may have of their 
former thoughts and actions, or in what 
their happineſs will conſiſt, is totally un- 
known, and probably will for ever remain 
unknown to mortal man. It is, indeed, 


moſt reaſonable to conclude, that it never 
eee, ee 01-1827 e 
1 Cor. xv. 43. 


can 


can 


can be revealed to man, unleſs he were ens 
dowed with other faculties, and his nature 


wholly changed. He hath now no image 
impreſſed upon his mind but what is de- 


rived from the objects around him; no 


ſenſation of delight which does not, in 
ſome meaſure, owe its power of giving 


pleaſure to bodily organs; no juſt concep- 
tion of a ſpirit diveſted of corporeal ſub- 


ſtance: How then can imagination paint 
thoſe ſcenes, of which no eye hath beheld 
any kind of ſimilitude? Or how can lan- 
guage deſcribe thoſe pleaſures, which are 
independent of all bodily ſenſation, and 
adapted to beings, of whoſe nen can 
n no ede idea 72 n 


BR bath ek laid, anne a ow he I 
of the region of eternal light is refuſed to 


mankind, becauſe the overpowering ſplen- 


dour of that abode would ſo dazzle and 
abſorb their ſenſes, that, to the concerns 


ol life, they could no longer attend: But 


N82 ſurely 


2 
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SERM» ſurely it eee. i ts it ig not, 


XII. 


becauſe it cannot be diſcovered; though 
the eye could ſee, and the ear hear, it were 


all i in vain, While the heart could not con- 


ceive. I 


21 


'pecnlations, Like — * may _ 
amuſe, the inquirer who delights, to wander 


| in the wild regions of fancy, but can never 
diſpel any degree of that darkneſs, which 
our preſent imperfection of intellect ren- 


ders wholly impervious. And, indeed, 


what could, be gained, were it poſſible | 


S #7 Se F-13 


to attain more preciſe ideas, of the pecu- 
liar happineſs of immortals? We already 
know, with certain aſſurance, that there i is 
a ſtate of perfect bliſs, though we know 
not in what that bliſs will conſiſt; z we 
know that there is a kingdom of eternal 
glory, though the e, of that slory we 
cannot aſcertain, 5 


n the Kingdon 


of Heaven. 


was "neceſſary, and, perhaps," all that was 
poffi ble for v us to underſtand. "He hath de- 


eined. that the g general perſuaſion of every 
people is not a vain and flattering iltufion ; 


that after death hath ſnatched us* from this 


temporary dwelling, - we ſhall enter upon 
another exiſtence, not diverſified with hope 
and fear, grief and joy, but unchangeably 
nitferable, or ee happy. | 


— * * 


. 3 


The moſt Arbing 


 ftriking difference we can 
obſerve between the gratifications of the 


mortal and the immortal ſtate, 18 this: 
Here the delight we experience'confiſts in 


purſuit; in the world of ſpitits, it will 
conſiſt in actual poſſeſſion. © All that now 


attracts deſire and rouzes us to induſtry, 


affords little fatisfaction when it is once 


acquired; ; new Objects perpetually appear; 
one after another is purſued with the 
ſame unabated eagerneſs, till attainment 
| readers the laſt as inſipid as the firſt; Thus | 


R 3 is 


— 
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On the: Kingdam of Heaven, 


is the airy; chace continued to the cloſe of 
dur days; we ſtill imagine that although 


we haye, been hitherto, in ſearch of a phan- 


_—_ we. ſhall. at laſt find the ſubſtance; 
without recolleing that man is formed 
1 for action, and that life is a burden to him 
who hath not ſomething conſtantly in 
view to kindle. expectation and ſtimulate 


diligence. But, in the new heavens: and 
the new earth, no objects of competition 
will ariſe to excite our wiſnes; where 


a there is no further prize to be gained, there 
can be no conteſt; where there is no ſatie- 
ty. there can be no need of ſucceſſive 


changes; purſuit will ceaſe in uniyerſal at- 


| taininent/ "attainment will ſatisfy by: con- 
ferring compleat felicity. No mixture of 


eyil ſhall allay the good, no dread of the 


future diſturb the tranquillity of the pre- 


ſent; unmingled delight ſhall occupy the 
whole ſoul, and that delight ſhall be unal- 


terable and eternal. When thouſands of 


years are paſt, and millions of ages have 
*: | rolled 


wy 
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tolled away, if there can then be any diſ- SERNM. 
tinction of time, the glorious. thought will XII. 
ſtill recur, that though the ſan hath/ceaſed 
to ſhine, and the ſtars have dropped from 
their orbits, though earth and heaven have 
paſſed away, yet the joys of the celeſtial 
hierarchy, like the word of the ALMIGH- 
rv, ſhall feel no change, ſhall find no 


15 Such is the kingdom which OMNISCI- 
ENCE. hath prepared.—But for wham is 
it prepared Did CnRIST promiſe this 
great inheritance only to that Jittle Jack. 
which firſt heard the voice of the Shep- 
herd ? Not unto them only, but unto all 
who live ſoberly,, righteoufly, and godly in 
this preſent world, looking far that ble ſed 

hope, and. the glorious appearing of the great 

| Gop, and our Saviour Jesvs * *, 
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On the Kingdom of Heaven) 


> Wehe Deliterer S wankind ame not to 
feek and to ſave an inconſiderable number. 
He ſent not his apoſtles only to the loſt 


ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael; but com- 
manded them to teach all nations; He is 


not the propitiation for our ſins alone, bur 


alſo for the fins of the whole worlds: GO” 


2 99. viele of iron x den in every la. 


tion, he that feareth Him, and worketb 
righteouſneſs, \ it accepted. with Him Þ : 


Heaven i is not the reſidence of one choſen 


people, one elected race, but of every Lin- 
dred,' and tongue, and people 4; it is not the 


abode of one ſect of believers, one party of 
enthuſiaſts, but many ſhall come from the 


_ caſt, and from the weſt, and ſhall. ft down 


with Abrabam 5, with the patriarchs and 
the prophets. Nor let us preſume to fay 


that the uninſtrudted, who! never heard the 


; 9-2 3008 He ve: <$ Rev. v. 9. 
+ Acts x. 4. F Matt. viii, 11, 


name 


We 


— Enxist, ſhall loſe the benefit of 5224. 
his death, and periſh through want of XII. 5 
knowledge. But this we know, and this — 1 
is ſuffteient to influence dur lives, the chil- $100 
b den of diſobedictice aol 80 w e gp ours 


8 * . — 40 A ** 10. n 
*% 


1 penn Fromm the Divine elde 
will be the certain conſequence of viee, 
who mall dare to be vicious * If happi- 
neſs, eternal happineſs, will be the certain 

recompenſe of virtue, who ſhall neglect to 
be virtubus? Were he left unaffiſted and 
unprotected, man might fometimes eſteem 

his conqueſt over fin and the World as 
hopeleſs and impoſſible, and reſign himſtlf 
a prey to comfortleſs deſpair; but there is 
a ſecret arm tõ lead us through difficulty 
and danger, to ſupport us when we faint, 

he and to raiſe us when we fall. 
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Then fear not little Hoch. Conducted by 

2 SAvloukRx and REDEEMER, how can 
ne we err ? Sheltered under the wings of 
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| 250 On the Aimee of Heaven. 


SERM. -OMNIPQTENCE,' what ſhall. we dread ? 
XII. - Suſtained by the SPIRIT oF Tzur, what 
ſhall we not reſolutely endure? And in- 
ſpired by the hope of immortality, what 

ſhall we not cheerfully refign ? Who ſhall 
ſeparate us from the love of CHRIST, who 
bath given us ſuch great and precious pro- 

mi iſes ? ? $ hall tribulation, or diſtreſs, or perſe- 
cution, or famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or 
feord*-? 2 Surely. neither. the ſufferings of 

the preſent hour, nor the terrour of ap- 
proaching evil, can ſhake the conſtancy of 

him, who confides in this cheering, this il- 
luſtrious declaration: It is your F ather's 


$9 pleaſure 70 ak you the Kingdom. "LEO 


2 


O Rom. viii. 35. 
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Examine yourſelves whether ye. be in the | 
. faith; prove your ownſetves. 


HEY who embrace the faith of sxRM. 
CHRIST are well aſſured, that they XIII. 

can never obtain the inheritance which he 1 
promiſed to his followers, without much 

previous tribulation, earneſt afſiduity, and 

ſtrict ſelf-denial. Even He, the great foun- 

der of their religion, humbled himſelf, and” 


became obedient unto death, even the death of 


the 2 of *. His * pains OP the 
Phil. ii. 8, 


ſame 


254 On the Knowledge of our Hearts, 
$£8M. ſame fiery trial; in Jabours abundant,” in 
GD Parks oft'y in tocarineſts. in painfulueſs, ir 
Fo”  watchings, in hunger and thirſt, in cold and 
naßeduęſ w. And although the diſciples 
of Jxsus, in theſe days of peace and pro- 
ſperity, are not called upon to undergo the 
ſufferings of the primitive martyrs, yet 
they are all required to tale up the: croſs 
and follow their Maſter, by Gs the 
V. n witht the anon and 1 ar 


* Pas * 


No 0 NOS was ever. ha 9 52 


fary towards the accompliſhment, of this 


_ arduous taſk, than the above injunction of 


St. Paul. If we mean to walt as perſons 
profeſſing godlineſs, it is ſurely indiſpenſibly 
requiſite that we ſhould prove our % 
ſelves; that we ſhould look into our own 
boſoms, and ſee how far our lives are con- 
formable to > the laws 10 our rr callin ing. 


& 
* » 2 Cor xi. 23. 27. igt Gal, Ve 24. 


Man 


6. > 


al 


and our Proficiency in the Faith. 


— 
a 
1909 

«© | 


Man is a free, rational agent, amenable, sERNM. 


for his actions, to the Being who. made XIII. 


him; and fince no leſs than everlaſting 


happineſs or miſery will depend mw 
account he ſhall render, he cannot ſurely 
be employed in any buſineſs of ſuch mo- 


ment, as that of communing with his oπ/πn 


heart, and aſcertaining what he may hope 


or fear. We know that we are by nature 


inclined to ill, we know that we have came 
ſhort of the glory of God, and that, in many 


things, all have offended ; but till we mi- 
nutely ſcrutinize into our conduct, we can 


only lament the ſinfulneſs of mankind in 
general, without correcting our particular 
frailties. From others we ſeldom obtain 
any material information: A friend will 


rarely venture to remind you even of the 


moſt trivial miſconduct, or the ſmalleſt 


failing : An enemy will probably diſcloſe 
your follies and errors, but his. accuſation 


you will conſider as the effect only of male- 


volence. The miniſter, whoſe province it is 
; | to 
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SERM? to reprove the vicious, can be 2equainted 


* 
_ 


1 


accuſe and judge, acquit and condemn; 


Ow the — 


with little, except in very retived fitua. 
— the diſpoſitions of thoſe ho hear 


him. We cannot now expect that a pro- 


phet will ariſe to mme to reclaim, and 
ſhew, as in a glaſs, our imperfectio 
crimes, Each individual muſt hold up to 
himſelf the mirror of reflection, and learn 
the bias of his on mind by an impartial 


review of his paſt life: Conſcience will 


then ſupply the office of the prophet, will 


* * * 


Vet, neceſſary as it is, the examination 


of our conduct is ſeldom undertaken, and 
the knowledge of our hearts is faintly ſtu- 

died. To penetrate into the thoughts and 

tempers of others, hath been even confi- 


dered as a ſcience, and cultivated with 


; laborious application; peculiar lines and 
characters of feature have been traced with 


minute exactneſs, and rules have been laid 


down to diſcover, by the exterior appear- 
. ance 


ſoul. 

1 to turn. dhe eye of. ingviq, leſt 
ſomething ſhould be obſerved ſeated with - 
in, to cover them with ſhame, and to ſour 
their enjoyments. Vet if we neglect this 
important duty from the apprehenſion of 
diſquietude, do we not act as abſurdly as the 
wounded man who, refuſes the afliſtance of 
_—_ * dans the operation may bie 


our - attention. oy "the. cares er — of 
the world, that we find as little leiſure as 
inclination to Wei, h ourſelves. i in the ba- 
lance : Thus through folly, indolence, or 
vice, the greater part of mankind remain 
deplorably ignorant of themſelves. : 


If Nebuchadnezzar had ſearched into his 
own breaſt, -he would never. have exclaim- 
ed, with that pride which ignorance alone 
could dictate, Is not this great Babylon, that 
T have built for the . of the kingdom by 

8 the 


vhat is Ba py the receſles.of the SENI. 
men are ever XIII. 


On the Knbwledge of our Hearts, 


rhe might of my power, and for the honour of 
i. my majeſty? He Was inſenſible of the de- 


pendent Mate of man, he was inſenſible of 
His own weakneſs and folly, and therefore 
A voice from heaven pronounced this awful 
ſentence: O king Nebuchadntzzir, to thee 
11 ts ſpoken ; "the kingdom is departed from 


thee ; and they ſhall drive thee from men, 


ond thy dwelling ſhall be with the beaſts of 
the field x.— The apoſtles were not con- 
ſcious that they were influenced by un wor- 


thy principles, when, in the warmth of in- 


conſiderate zeal, they called upon their 
Maſter to command fire from heaven upon 
thoſe cities which rejected his doctrine; 3 
but he anſwered them with this pointed 
reproof : T7 e know not what manner of ſpirit 


ye are +: 10 


Without the ſtricteſt vigilance, our own 


hearts, even 19 8 we are inclined to 


TEE, 0 | 4 
9 38. + Luke i ix. 55. 


* 7 % 
— 


prove 


wn 
10 


*0VE 


en bu Proficiency in rde Fish. 


prove them, perpetually deceive us; out 
ackions, indeed, we remember, but the mo- 
tives that determined thoſe actions, often Z 


luck i in ſecret, and we ſcarcely diſtinguiſh 


by py what we have been ſwayed. — The miſer, 


when he denies himſelf the comforts which 


court his acceptance, miſtakes his avarice 
for prudence, and knows not that his foul 
Is wholly engroſſed by the ſordid madneſs 
of age. 
the poor from his preſence, and turns, with 


The proud man, when he ſpurns 


averted eye, from mean extraction and 1 in- 


ferior ſtation, imagines that ſuch is the 
ſuitable demeanour of conſcious dignity, 
and perceives not that he is entirely g0= 


verned by. the haughtineſs of a low and il - 
liberal ſpirit. The revengeful, while he 


purſues the man he hates from place to 


place, often believes himſelf to be actu- 
ated by a proper reſentment, though in 


truth, he is only impelled by the moſt 


bitter malevolence. The majority, in 
like manner, ſeldom diſcover the chief 
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SERM. ſpring which. directs their, conduct; of 
XIII. others they often form a correct judg- 
— 

LED ment, but ee en N 


Tf ale it to true that very. for: are "i 
fible of -what paſſes in their own boſoms, 


or trace their prevailing propenſities, and 


paſſions to their ſource, it will readily be 


granted that ſtill fewer examine whether 


they be in the faith. The number of thoſe 
is very inconſiderable who duly reflect 
upon their baptiſmal vow, by which they 
engaged conſtantly to believe God's. holy 
word, and obediently to keep his com- 
mandments; yet, on their performance of 
this covenant they can alone rely for eter- 
nal life and glory. 

Te; is an 8 * every. « one pro- 
feſſing himſelf. a Chriſtian, and claiming 
the promiſes | of redemption, to aſcertain 


his proficiency i in religion. That this great 


work may be Fefe, he muſt firſt de- 
termine 


and our Proficiency in the Faith. 


termine what is a true and neceſſary belief. 
To enter upon all the articles of Chriſtia- 
nity, were far too copious a ſubject; ſuf- 


fice it to conſider, and that briefly, thoſe 
which are molt evident and eſſential. 


* 


The Goſpel is the only rule of faith; 


and the faith which that preſcribes is a 


firm belief in Gop, a conſtant reliance 


upon his providence, and an immoveable 
confidence in his promiſes ; an unlimited 


aſſent to all the precepts and doctrines of 
his Sox, and a ſure truſt i in the grace of 


the HoLy SPIRIT. 

To believe in Gop is not merely to ac- 
knowledge his exiſtence; a true faith in- 
cludes his wiſdom, his power, his juſtice, 
and, in ſhort, all his moral perfections. 


Have we this true faith? We doubt not, 


indeed, that there is a Gop, and that he is 
wife and good; but are we ever ſenſible 
that, as all his laws were dictated by wiſ- 
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On the Knowledge of our Heart, 


$8RM. dom and goodneſs, they are the fitteſt and 


XIII. 


beft adapted to our intereſt of any thing 


that could poſſibly be deviſed? Do we ever 


repine at what appears a hard and unrea- 
ſonable ſacrifice, and imagine that we are 


tempted above what we are able to reſiſt ? 


Do we ever think him flow to hear, or 


tardy to relieve ? Do we ever wiſh his de- 
erees reverſed, or his dictates aboliſhed ? 
If we entertain any of theſe: doubts or de- 


fires, we believe not in Gop; at leaſt we 
believe not His attributes; for if all his 
laws were dictatech by wiſdom and good- 


neſs, how can the propriety of any thing 
proceeding from Him, however difficult or 
obſcure 1 it Tp 8 to "Us, 50 oy a mo- 


113 


| nes had we bike left to act for e, 
wie could have framed a rule of liſe more 
pleaſant and profitable, than that which He 

hath eſtabliſhed ? If Gop be juſt, how can 


we think any ſacrifice unreaſonable which 


he demands, or 15 temptation irreſiſtible 


which 


r 


and aur Proficiency in the Faith. 


trary tyrant, indeed, may exact impoſſibi- 
lities, but an equitable governor will ex- 
pect no more from his ſubjects, than they 


are well able to perform. If Gon be juſt, 
how can he be flow to hear? The un- 
righteous judge is only to be moved by 


wearying him with repeated application, 


or by melting him with bribes ; but the 
_ upright, even among men, attends to the 


cry of thoſe who call upon him, and deals 
out juſtice to the oppreſſed. without any 
recompenſe. If Gop be bounteous and 
compaſſionate, how can He be negligent to 


_ relieve? The prieſt and the levite may paſs 
by without regarding. the wounded travel- 


ler, but there will ſometimes be found a 
pitying ſtranger to pour oil into his 
wounds; and ſhall we ſuppoſe that the 
ALL-MERCIFUL-1s leſs attentive to the af- 


flicted than man? If Gop be righteous 


and holy, how can we wiſh his decrees re- 
verſed? Of the ſtatutes of human inſtitu- 
N 8 4 tion, 


2 63 


which he requires us to ſubdue? An arbi- s ERNI. 


XIII. 
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SERM. tion, formed in error and warped by pre- 


XIII, 


judice, we may impatiently deſire the re- 


peal they may eſtabliſn injuſtice, and 


they may ſpare the wide poſſeſſions of the 
wealthy, while they grind to nothing the 


little ſubſtance of the poor; they may in- 


fringe the natural rights of individuals, 


and ſtrike at the welfare of a community; 
but the ſtatutes of Him who is holy, juſt, 
and true, can only tend to eſtabliſh holi- 


neſs, juſtice, and truth. In ſhort, what- 


ever may be our deſires, whatever may be 
our reaſonings, it is part of our faith to be 
convinced, that, ſince every thing which 
exiſts, exiſts by the power of Gop, and 
every thing that we perceive in the mo- 
ral, as well as in the natural world, is 
cauſed or permitted by Him, every thing 
is exactly as it ui be. If at any time 
we do not believe 7 we, in effect, do 
not ; believe d in Gov. DO OT e e es 


„ 


A con- 


ct 
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. Neger) n 2h Pere 
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A conſtant reliance. upon his providence ſy 
| ſcems to be the certain effect of this ra- XIII. 


tional belief; yet many good men were 
undetermined in their opinions concern- 


ing the particular interference of Heaven, 
till the Goſpel put this beyond all diſputes 


for it might be argued, that the AL MIGH 
TY, having placed mankind in a world 
where every thing abounded for their 


comfort and nouriſhment, and having en- 
dowed them with reaſon, which, if pro- 


perly attended to, would make them hap- 
py, had left them to their own guidance, 
and no longer regarded the affairs of human 
life, except on ſome peculiar and great 
occaſions. Such an opinion might be 
ſtrengthened by reflecting on the immea- 
ſurable diſtance between the Creator and 
the created, the greatneſs of 'Gop, the 
inſignificancy of man, and the folly and 
littleneſs of his words and works all the 
days * bis vain I. 5 whith he Spendeth as 0 
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SRM. Had To this might be added the 
Es be that there is no viſible inter- 
ference, all things appearing as if left to 
the courſe of nature, and the conſequence 
of, certain laws and properties, fixed and 
given to matter at the beginning. What 
was thus obſcure to the eye of Rea- 
ſon, is clear to the eye of Faith; ſince 
the Sox of the HicuesT declared, that 
even. the moſt. common and inconſiderable 
birds, which were of ſo little worth, that 
they were ſold for the ſmalleſt piece of 4} 
coin, fell not to the ground but with the 


knowledge and permiſſion of Him who 2 
made them. If then He thus regards the . 
fowls of the air, ſhall he not much more | 
watch over the ſons of thoſe, whom He in 
formed after his own image, and deſtined 8 
for immortality? Have weanentire relianec he 
upon this his providence? Do we not con- 2 
fide too much on our own ſtrength, or in ch 
our own prudence ? Do. Wwe not, in Our Gi 


* Eccleſ. vi. way 


affliction 83 


3 


and our Proficiency in the Faith. 
afllictions, look to men, rather than to SERM, | 


Gop, for ſupport, and depend more on the 


protection of the wealthy, than on the 
Rock or Ac ES? Do we not ſometimes ex- 


claim, with the preſumption of ignorance, | 
to-morrow we will go into heb a city; 
and continue there a year, and buy and fell, 


and get gain * If we thus rely upon the 
vigour of our own arm, and the wiſdom of 


our own councils, if we call upon man 


that ſhall die, and the fon of man that wi- 
thereth as the graſs, if we ſeek not the aid 
of Heaven in all our undertakings, we Can, 


not be fald to put our truſt in Gon. 


The 8 made by the Golpel, a are 
immortality and unending felicity, to thoſe 
who believe and obey. That we ſhall live 
hereafter we are therefore inconteſtably 
convinced; but from ſuch a conviction, 
there are certain conſequences naturally re- 
ſulting, for which, perhaps, we may ſearch 

James iv. 13. | 


In 


r. 
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On the Knowledge of our Hearts, 
in vain. An eternity of happineſs is fo 
infinitely beyond any thing we could hope 
for; unmingled joy is ſo unſpeakably be- 


| yond any thing that we can experience 


here, even though all the pleaſures of all 
the ſenſes could be felt at once, that ſuch 


a proſpect muſt ſurely bear down every 


oppoſition, and induce a rational creature 


to ſacrifice all earthly delights, that he may 


obtain ſo great and glorious 'a bleſſing. 


Have theſe promiſes ſuch an effect upon 


us ? Do we ſet the inheritance of the feints 
always before'our eyes, and make it an an- 
chor of the ſoul in every diſtreſs ? Do we 
renounce” all the hidden things of diſhoneſty, 
the pomp of ambition, and the hoards of 
avarice, and ſeek above all things the king- 
dom of Gop and his righteouſneſs? If we 
do this, we can anſwer, we firmly believe; 


but if this world hath more hold upon our 


hearts than the hopes of futurity, we cannot 
truly ſay, that we have am immoveable 


confidence in the promiſes of Gop. 


Having 


and our Proficiency in the Faith, 269 


Having thus reviewed our faith in the SERM, 
FATHER, we are next to examine our ab- ADDR 
ſolute dependance upon the Sox, and our ah 
ute in. the Marz SMM T nn ee 4 


3 * 


W aa many, 1 at + the ee of 

CurIST, ,\ withdrew. themſelves from the 

number of his diſciples, He thus addreſſed 

his choſen. apoſtles : : Will ye a th go away 2 

But ! Peter replied, Lord, to whom:ſhall ue 8 0 
go? Thou haſt. the words of eternal life. He 


; was thoroughly « convinced that they could | 

; repair, to no other guide, and that no means I 

. remained of obtaining ſalvation, b ut by at- 
tending to the words which the MESS1AU 

4 delivered. On natural religion we cannot 

depend, for we have tranſgreſſed the rules 

5 it preſcribed. 10 the Jewiſh inſtitution 

7 we cannot fly, for the law having a ſhadow 

A of good things to come, and not the very image 

0 of the things, can never, with thoſe ſacri- 

le fices which they offered year by year con- 


tinually, make the comers thereunto Per 


8 feet, 


ayd On the Knvwledge of oh. Nrarrr, 


SENI. edt . But what natural religion could 
itt. not diſcover, the Goſpel hath diſplayed, 
and af kbe lu conld not db, in that it 
went through the fitſh, the Goſpel hath per- 
formed; Gop having ſent his Sow in the 
Hkeneſs'of man, and for for, condenmed fin 
in the fleſh; that the righteouſneſs of the 
law, and the precepts of natural religion, 
might” be fulfilled in all who confide in I E- 
| sus. To us, and to all who believe and 
obey, there is a Svibur which ir CurIsT 
the Lord; and to depend on any other, is 
to lean upon the broken reed, and, like 
the rebellious houſe: of Iſrael, to hold 4 
covenant with death, to make lies our refuge, 
and to hide curſelves under falſehood. 


Every Chriſtian muſt depart from iniqui- 
ty: but leſt his feeble efforts ſhould prove 
ineffectual, he is animated by the Com- 
forter from above. The SpIR I, proceed- 


* Heb. x. 1. + Rom viii. 3. 
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ing from the Fa rHER and the Sor, fand SEAM. 
tifies our corrupt nature, and diſpoſes us XIII. 
both 0 will and to do. To faith, he gives — 
firmneſs; to piety, ardour; to every vir- 
tue, ſtrength and efficacy. He ſuſtains the 
weak, confirms the wavering, enlightens 
the ignorant, and perfects the good. He 
ſupports us under all the perils of our 
Chriſtian race, and gives us vigour to reach 
the goal and obtain the incorruptible 
prize. In what manner the Holy Ghoſt 
operates, or how our ſouls are cleanſed by 
his- inſpiration, we know not; but this 
we know, that they who aß his aid ſpall 
lee, 05 1000 1 Jha oy Him. 9265 
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Thus are we aſſiſted by: an :nvidble 
qui- Power; but we are only aſſiſted: the AI- 
rove MIGHTY does not compel men to be vir- 
om- tuous, and draw them from evil without 
:eed- any ſtruggle of their own; He does nat 
perform all, and leave his creatures to do 
nothing; we, on our part, muſt ſtrive 
ing „„ againſt 


On the Knowledge of our Hearts, 


SERM. againſt ſin, and make uſe of every means 


XIII. 


which reaſon or religion can preſcribe, to 
put off the 1 man with his deeds *. + 


* a faith like 80 which directly 


tends to make us virtuous and happy, who 
can poſlibly. object Vet objections have 
been made. A crucified REDEEMER, to 
ſome modern cavillers, as well as formerly 
to the Jews and G reeks, hath been 7 ftum- 
bling. block, and  foohſhneſs. - Yet they, who 
now oppoſe. us, are free from the peculiar 
prejudices of Iſrael; they have no ſuperſti- 


tious reverence for external rites, nor any 


blind veneration for a prior inſtitution: : 


like the ancient heathen, therefore, they 
muſt be puffed up with the vanity of falſe 


philoſophy, and think to explore the works 
of ONI SCIENCE by the faint ray of a 


glimmering taper. Is it the part of a wiſe 
man to wy all that he cannot compre- 


C Col. ili. 9. . 


hend? 


|? 


and our Pr * in the Faith. 


273 


hend? Shall we ſay that any doctrine is sERM, 
not agreeable to the attributes of the Dei- XIII. 
23 


ty, becauſe we cannot diſcover what the 


angels in vain deſre te hook into ? As well 


. might a child attempt to reaſon upon the 
laws and government of a mighty empire, 
as man to account for the purpoſes of 


Heaven. Shall we, who can ſcarcely boaſt 
ſufficient diſcernment to inveſtigate the 
plaineſt effects of nature, ſhall we pre- 
tend to inſpect the ſecret ſprings that 
guide the univerſe, and decide concern- 


ing what is fit or unfit for the ALMIGn- 


TY to accompliſh ? With the fame pre- 


ſumption we might think to raiſe an edi- 


fice to heaven, and force a Pane into the 
realms of ſpirits.. | 


But thoſe parts of the New Teſtament 


which are hard to be underſtood, are not the 
great rocks of offence at which ſo many 


ſtumble and fall. The world in general 
would be well contented to believe, were 


Y nothin 8 


CORY 
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ERM. Nothing elſe required; but they cannot 
XIII. ſubmit to that renovation of heart, and that 
| ſtrict integrity of life, which muſt be the 

conſequent fruits of their faith. Were it 
only written on the banners of Chriſtiani- 
ty, There is now no condemnation to them that 


are in CuRIST JxEsus, all would eagerly c 
flock to her ſtandard; but the apoſtle hath t 
been careful to add, who walk not after the P 
feſh, but after the ſpirit s. This is what F 
the adverſary cannot endure. He tells you, E 
perhaps, that his reaſon will not let him p 
embrace the religion of JE Sus; but look v 
narrowly. into his boſom,- and you will 25 
commonly ſee that his ambition, his ava- L 
rice, his ſenſuality, put themſelves in bat- in 
tle array againſt the law that would deſtroy 
them; like the legion of devils, they have 
taken poſſeſſion of the body, and will not We 
ſuffer the holy One to enter. Were the pr 
miniſters of the Goſpel to hold this lan- Kn 
* Rom, viii, x, "0 
5 wh: 


7 


and our Proficiency in the Faith, 


guage, © Come unto me, ye that riot in 


1 licentiouſneſs, and know, that as the S- 


£©-y1OUR died for your fins, and was raiſed 


273 
SERM. 
XIII. 


1 


* for your juſtification, you may ſtill con- 
«* tinue in your iniquities ; for to you no 


« ſin will be imputed, even though you re- 
% main the ſlaves of vice; were theſe our 


tenets, doubtleſs the temples of Gor would 
be crowded with believers, and all would 


preſs to be received within the pale of that 
church which made ſuch bold and ample 


promiſes. But we dare not flatter thoſe 
with any hope who are conformed to this 


world, and, while they affect to put on the 
Lok D Jzsvs CHRIST, ſtill perſiſt in mak- 


ing proviſion for the fleſh. 


Every prejudice that impedes the recep- 
tion of Revelation, originates in the de- 
pravity of our nature, the pride of fancied 
knowledge, and the mental darkneſs which 
now ſurrounds us. To thoſe, however, 
who, with a conſcience void of offence, 
5 T 2 advance 
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On the Knowledge of our Hearts, 


SERM. advance towards that Sun of Righteouſneſs 


XIII. 


which illuminates the world, CnRIST will 
be found he power of Gop and the wiſdom 
of Gop; and while the proud and the 


contentious, through their boaſted wiſdom, 


know not the ALMIGHTY, and reject his 


diſpenſation, they who believe, by what 


their enemies may call the fookſhneſs of 
preaching, ſhall lay hold on the promiſes 


of Jesus, who of Gop is made unto us wiſ- 


dom and righteouſneſs, ſancts ification and re- 
demption x. 


The law which we endeavour to propa- 
gate, comes not recommended by the arts 


and embelliſhments of man; it is not ſup- 
ported, like the precepts of philoſophy, 
merely by its native worth and beauty; it 
is not preſcribed by the legiſlature, for the 
better regulation of government ; it 1s not 


built upon the authority of ſynods and 


* x Cor. i. 30. 


councils, 


3 00 2 K A ts 


ye 


and our Proficiency in the Faith, 2577 
councils, nor ordained by the church * SERM. 
England or the church of Rome ; but en- XIII. 
joined by a Power which none can dif- 
pute :—From the F ountain of knowledge 

and goodneſs it proceeds, by the Lord of 


heaven and earth it is commanded ; be, 


therefore, that de fp iſeth, de 97 ifeth not man, 


f but Gop *. 

8 | . 

1 Since ſuch at leaſt are its pretenſions, 

. | ſhall any of us neglect to try the evidences 
of the Goſpel? and if we are convinced 
that its origin is divine, ſhall we a mo- 

X ment delay to examine whether we are 

i guided by this unerring rule? We can- 

E not ſurely diſbelieve ; we dare not ſurely 

. diſobey. 

V. 

it N 

TY Know ye, then, your ownſeFves? Are ye 

51 maſters of your own hearts, and perceive 

4 ye that JesUs CHRIST zs in you, except ye 


SM be 
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SERM. be reprobates ? Are ye ready to receive the 
XIII. words of truth, and eager to obey the call 
of grace? Happy is the man who can 
juſtly declare that he is a Chriſtian in greed, 
as well as in zame.—Let no one be diſ- 
couraged by the uneafineſs he may feel 
upon ſelf- examination, nor deſiſt through 
ſluggiſh indolence, or hopeleſs deſponden- 
cy: Though the heart be found corrupt 
and ſenſual, the grace of Gop can pervade 

and cleanſe it from all impurity ; the Spi- 
rit of Holineſs can change this whitened 

ſepulchre, full of all uncleanneſs, into a 
pure temple, enlightened with celeſtial 


glory. 


ON 


rere? £ - 
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SERMON XIV. 


\ 


LY 


— 


Preached on the DR Ar RH of a FRIEND. 


REVELATIONS xiv. 13. 


I heard a voice from Heaven, ſaying unto me, 
Write, Bleſſed are the dead which die in 
the Lord from henceforth : Yea, ſaith the 

ſpirit, that they may reft from their la- 
| bours ; and their works do follow them. 


MIDST the numerous calamities 

J of human life, nothing can afford 
ſubſtantial repoſe, but the bright expecta- 
tion of immortality. While the proſpect 
is 


2 82 


On the Death of the Pious. 


sERM. is gay and unclouded, and all that we be- 
XIV, hold combines to ſoothe and delight the 


3 4 e. t.e· e 94 + nn — __--w—<— — 


one hy: — 
4 © 


in the Lord 1 


mind, we ſeek no other ſatisfaction but 


what reſults from the objects immediately 
before us, nor think of the gloom which 
may ſoon involve the ſkies, and change the 
preſent lively ſcene into cheerleſs melan- 


choly. But when every thing we ſee tends 


only to remind us of ſorrow, when all is 
dark and dreary, and the world hath loſt 
its attractions, we naturally turn to ſome- 
thing beyond the world, and fly for ſup- 
port and conſolation to the aſylum of Re- 
ligion. Nor to her do we fly in vain. In 


the hour of terrour, Religion adminiſters 


courage; in the day of diſtreſs, ſhe gives 
relief; in the time of perſecution, ſhe 


arms with patience; and at the moment of 
diſſolution, inſpires with hope. In the 
ear of the dying, ſhe breathes this joyful 


declaration, Bleſſed are the dead which die 


„ 


On the Death of the Piu. 


This chapter of the Apocalypſe: affords s2xm; 
a ſtriking and ſublime repreſentation of the XIV. 
glory which attends the true diſciples of as at 
CHRIST, and the puniſhments inflicted 
upon thoſe who worſhip the beaſt and his 
| image, — While the evangeliſt was in the 
ſpirit, and beheld his REpEEMER ſtanding 


; upon Mount Sion, accompanied by the 
S ſaints who had his Father's name written on 
L their forebeads, a voice was heard, as the 
2 voice of many waters, and as the voice of a 
* great thunder, and the ſound of harpers 
* tuning their harps ; and they ſung," as it 
n dere, a new ſong before the throne ; und 
s 29 man could learn that ſong, but they which' 
es were redeemed from the earth. Theſe glo- 
1e rified beings were the ſpirits of men who 
of had never yielded to the dominion of fin, 
ne but followed the commandments of their 
ul Prophet and Saviour. 17 their mouth was 


lie found no guile, for they are without fault 
—_ the Brune of Gop, F or ſuch as 
theſe 


WW VV 


11s 
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at lhe” ks 7 


* 4 
* 22 5 - 
» (JIE) 2 * 


„ 00 1 "Pc 
SER N. theſe is that manſion reſerved, which no 
XIV. 


mortal eye can 


r explore; to ſuch as 
theſe are the titles given of called, and 


choſen; and faithful ; whoſe life is pure, 


c 
RY 


wh oi pg $i 1 whoſe . 


are ſome WhO maſt drink of chai Wine 5 the 


wrath of Gor, 'which is poured out, without 
mixture, into the cup of his indignation ; 
whoſe life is guiltineſs,' whoſe death is 


terrour, and whoſe reſurrection i is a reſur- 
eco to wrt , ö 


1 4 


*. 


It hath been Actiandell 170 thoſe who wiſh 
to penetrate into the great ſchemes of Pro- 
vidence, wherefore-it comes to paſs that ſo 


little diſtinction is made between the un- 
deſerving and the meritorious, and why the 
ungodly ſhould ſometimes flouriſh, while 


the pious ſink in obſcurity, or pine in ſor- 
row. Wherefore do the wicked live, become 


old, yea are mighty in power? Their houſes are 


Safe 


and to be bappy with his Go. 1 


On the Death of the n 


ſafe from fear, neither is the rad of Go SERM. 


| upon them *, But the tae of their Pr oſ= 
perity and exultation is ſhort; for though © 
they riot in the profuſion of luxury, and 
give law to a train of dependents, though 
the multitude bows in reverence as they 


paſs, and the ſong of feſtivity rereg 


from their dwellings, yet in moment they 
go down to the grave. Like the fleeting 
exhalations of the night, they blaze for a . 


ſeaſon, and then are loſt in darkneſs; while 


the holy man, though he lies down.1 in the 


ſame duſt with the profane and the ſenſual, 
and leaves his body, like them, a prey to 


corruption, awakes not, like them, to the 


voice of condemnation, but riſes. to. behold 


: 3. * 0 * 
1 1 c 3 EY 


We dare take the 8 0 8 to any one, 
young or old, wife or unlearned, whether 
he can doubt this awful truth, that after 


4 Jeb kk, © e e h 
>" death 


XIV. 


« © 1 2 


W 
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NR. death cometh the judgment. —Reaſon tells 
XIV. 


On the Death of the Pies: 


us that iniquity merits puniſhment ; rea- 


| Gan tells us that Cop is juſt, | We ſee, in- 


7 -— 


deed; that ſentence againſt the wicked is not 
ed ſpeedily ; but can we think that the 
hour of trial will not, at laſt, arrive? We 
ſee, perhaps, a virtuous individual ſtrug- 


gling with difficulty, depreſſed by the in- 
ſolence of pride, or cruſhed by the weight 


of power; and do we not believe that his 


ſufferings will be recompenſed, and his 


piety crowned with long felicity ? If Rea- 
{on were. filent, Revelation hath left us no 
room to heſitate. We all have heard that 
voice from Heaven, which proclaimed con- 
fuſion and wo to the diſobedient, e 
and joy to the e c 


i n death the Chi ri iſtian reſts Fun bis la- 
bours, He hath no longer to contend with 


the world; to reſiſt the ſeductions of plea- 
ſure, and ſubdue the cravings of ambition z 


to arm againſt the machinations of Satan, 


On'the Death of the Pur. 
and the treachery: and injuſtice of man, $ERM, 


The ſhield of faith he needs no more; the XIV. 
ſword of the Spirit hath performed i. OO 


work; his warfare is concluded, and victo- 


1 is obtained. Life, without 4 reference 
to futurity, will ever continue to be pain- 


ful and oppreſſive. Much toil and anxiety 
does the beſt man undergo while he paſſes 


from infancy to old age. In youth, per- 
haps, he is diſappointed in his earlieſt ex- 
pectations; deceived in his friendſhips by 


too open and unſuſpecting a temper; ridi- 
culed by the vicious, and betrayed by the 
hypocritical; labouring through the pe- 


riod of manhood to procure a ſcanty provi- 
ſion, and daily obſerving the cruel, the 


avaricious, and the ſelfiſh, raiſing them- 
ſelves to eminence, while he remains un- 
noticed and unknown. To a variety of ill 
we all are liable; to the arrows of peſti- 
lence, and the ſtroke of accident ; to the 
ſnares of fraud, and the ſting of unkind- 
neſs : Some lingering an may prey 


8 upon 
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' Oh the Deat/ 


upon the body, baniſ 
and joy from the he: 
misfortune may invol 


| ſume our ſubſtance, a 
ry :—For precarious 1 
all earthly poſſeſſions 
berleſs are the avenu 
The connections we 
happineſs, will ſometi 
of diſquietude and 8 
we have too haſtily 0 
aſſociates, may be unt 
contentious; ; we may 


rily, in domeſtick b 
may be rendered diſgi 


Children, the greateſt 


years, when they are 


poſed, may be obſtir 
bring the grey hairs 
ſorrow to the grave.- 
nary cares, from publ 
from the anguiſh of 
the pangs of diſeaſe, 


the Death UR the Pius. 


ody, baniſh ſleep from the eyes; 
om the heart; ſome unexpected 
may involve us in trouble, con- 
ubſtance, and reduce us to penu- 
zrecarious is the tenure on which 
poſſeſſions are held, and num- 
the avenues that lead to ruin. 
ctions we form for our eaſe and 
will ſometimes prove the ſources 
tude and grief. Thoſe whom 
50 haſtily choſen for our neareſt 
_y be untractable, gloomy, or 
s; we may be involved, unwa⸗ 
omeſtick broils, and our home 
dered diſguſting and weariſome. 
the greateſt comfort to declining 


n they are docile and well-diſ- 


y be obſtinate and vicious, and 
grey hairs of the parent with 


the grave. From theſe ſublu- 
, from publick and private evil, 
anguih of diſappointed hope, 


of diſeaſe, the calamities of po- 
verty,. 


— 


On the Death of the Pious. 


the world, the child of affliction is releaſed 
by death. Death at once breaks every 
yoke, and frees us from every burden. 
The ſpirit of man, while confined, i in the 


body, is as the bird impriſoned i in. the net 


of the fowler ; death looſens the cords, 


and the joyful captive eſcapes to his native 
ſkies. 


. 4 N * 4 
: 4 * % 
: 4 


I the: tomb the wicked ceaſe from. trou- 


diene,” and the weary be at. reſt * in that 


abode of inſenſibility we eſcape perſecution, 
and ceaſe to be perplexed with our vain la- 
bours; but ſomething better than mere 
ceſſation from fatigue, or exemption from 
peril, awaits thoſe who die in the Lord, for 
when the trumpet ſhall found, and the dead 


ſhall be raiſed, their works follow them. Be- 


fore the great tribunal of Omn1sctence, 


the good deeds of the faithful ſhall plead 


1 


bt Job 111. * 


U their 
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verty, and all the numberleſs vexations of SER 
8 e 


M. 


KV. 
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SERM. 
XIV. 
88 


On the Death 


Of the great day 
ſolemn deſcription he 
evangeliſt, to whom 
Hons the myſteries o 
dead, ſinall and grea 


and the books were ope 


das opened, which is t 


dead were judged out 


_avere. written. in the 


gave up the dead whic, 
and bell delivered up f 
them : and they were 
cording to their wor, 
thy. bread upon the u 
loſt ? Behold, now i 
which it is found 
Haſt thou diſtribute 
neceſſitous? haſt the 


* Rev. x 


the Death of the Piaut. 

and the mercy of the Hicu- 
—_ and * en. Fe 
end ef of ben this 
cription hath been given by that 
to whom were revealed in vi- 
nyſteries of Heaven: I. few the 
and great, tand before Gop, 
ks were opened: and another hook 
which is the book of life: and the 
Judged out of thoſe things which 
ten in the books, —And tbe ſea 
e dead which were in it; and death 
livered up the dead which were in 
] they were judged, every man, ac- 
rbeir works *. Haſt thou cal 
upon the waters, and thought i 
101d, now is the time arrived, in 
is found with large increaſe. 
1 diſtributed to the wants of the 
s? haſt thou protected the help- 


4F' 
* Rev. XX. 12, 13+ 


leſs, 


On the Death of the Pioue. 
leſs, ſuſtained the weak, raiſed the hum- 


ble? The hour is come, when all thy good 
works ſhall be acknowledged, 


great ? haſt thou laboured in thy'vocation 
with diligence and cheerfulneſs? haſt thou 
ſtudied to promote the welfare of thoſe 
with whom thou haſt been connected? 
haſt thou been thankful to thy unſeen be- 


nefactor for all thou haſt enjoyed, and de- 


ſpiſed not his chaſtiſement when trouble 


hath aſſailed thee ? If thou canſt anſwer 


well, bleſſed art thou, faithful fervant / 


bleſſed above thy conception; for behold 


the Holy city deſcending from Heaven to re- 
ceive the juſt, and prepared as a bride adorn- 
ed for ber huſband ; and hear the voice of 
OMNI1POTENCE declaring that He will dell 
with them, and they ſhall be bis people; that 
He will wipe all tears from their eyes, and ba- 
niſh ſorrow, pain, and death, from their dwel- 
lings. He that overcometh ſhall inherit all 


things; 3 4 will be his Gop, and he ſhall be 


89 my 
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XIV. 


Haſt thou 
patiently endured the oppreſſion of the 


On the Death of the Pious. 


my fon*,, What heart can remain unaf- 
fected at the proſpect of a change like 
this? From perpetual toil to conſtant 
repoſe, from frequent miſery to unceaſing 


joy, from the Cave of darkneſs to the pre- 
ſence of the AL MIGHTY I— Well, then, 


might the Spirit pronounce thoſe bleſſed 
who die in the faith of Jesus „and in obe- 
dience to his laws, ſince thus they reſt 


from all their labours, and their works fol- 
low them to the throne of G0D. 


bvince ſuch are the promiſes of an immu- 
table CREATOR, ſhall any one be found ſo 


hardy as to affirm that there is no reſur- 
rection of the dead? Shall any individual 


now declare, like the miſguided Sadducee 
of old, that there is no future recompenſe 
to ſtimulate our diligence in holineſs, and 
that man and beaſt have one common end? 
Where ſuch a ſuſpicion can be entertained, 
9 
* Rev. xxl: 7. 
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virtue, and peace, and comfort, are no 


more. But our faith is too well ground- 


ed to permit the ſhadow of a doubt; our 
confidence in the witneſſes, who followed 


their Maſter through danger, perſecution, 
and death, is too firm to be ſhaken by the 


crafty arts of thoſe who dig the pit for our 
fouls. Upon us the ſubtle infinuations of 
every enemy can have no power; we know 


that as ſurely as by man came death, by man 


came alſo the reſurrection of the dead *. 


Vet ſome objector may ariſe, as in the 
days of the apoſtle, and demand, How is 
this reſurrection performed? How are the 
dead raiſed up, and with what body do they 
come +? To which we anſwer, they are 
raiſed by that ſupreme Power, who form- 
ed them in the beginning ; and ſurely he 
who could create, with the fame eaſe can 


reſtore : They will come with that body 
* x Cor. XVe 21. + Ibid, xv. 35· 


U 3 which 
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SERM. Which it ſhall. pleaſe their Maker to be- 
ſtow ; not, indeed, with that corruptible 
fleſh we now inhabit, for U and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of Gop; neither 
doth corruption inherit incorruption *. We 
are ſufficiently convinced, that it will not 
reſemble the material ſubſtance of an ani- 
mal; but what it will reſemble, we. can 
never determine: Nor 1s it at all requiſite 
that we ſhould. If is ſown a natural body, 
it is raiſed a ſpiritual body: This may ſure- 

ly ſuffice us to know, without minutely 

and vainly enquiring concerning the par- 
ticles of which it ſhall be compoſed. 

| Upon this aſſurance we may ſecurely reſt, 
that, as we have borne the image of the earthy, 

fo ſhall we alſo bear the image of the hea- 
venly. e 


That we may die in the Lord, let us live 
according to his will; let us live as ra- 


* 1 Cor. xv. 50. 
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with the ſplendid offerings of ſuperſtition, 
or by the pointed diſplay of oſtentatious li- 
berality, but by the ſacrifice of a meek and 


quiet ſpirit, and the conſtant exertions of 


feeling benevolence. We want no addi- 


tional incitement, we need no ſafer guide 
Heaven is the mark to which we preſs for- 


ward; the Goſpel is the light to conduct 
us on our way. 


From the book of ſalvation, therefore, 
learn the true wiſdom: It is ever open to 


your ſearch; conſider it, be virtuous, and 


be happy. Try every action of er lives 
4 by 
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tional beings, as true Chriſtians, as candi- SERNM. 
dates for a glorious immortality. Let us 
ſhew that we are ſenſible our life is but a 
vapour, not by the gloom of our counte- 
nance, or the dejection of our ſpirits but by 
the ſteadineſs of our virtue, and our con- 
tempt for the fleeting gratifications of the 
world. Let us ſhew that we are conſcious 
our works follow us, not by loading the altar 


XIV. 
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SERM. by the rules of that admirable, that perfect 
XIV. 


On the Death of the Piour. 


law” Expel from your hearts every incli- 


nation to forbidden pleaſure ; cultivate eve- 
ry thing that is ' generous and praiſe-wor- 
thy.: So ſhall: the grace of God ſupport, 
and lead you to the grave in peace: loved 
by your brethren while you live, lamented 
when you depart, and crowned with felici- 
ty unſpeakable when You! are an: from 
_ tomb. 1 


1 


If, upon this occaſion, any recent in- 
ſtance of piety and goodneſs ſhould recur 
to your memory; if you have known a- 
mong you one, who, in the ſtation allotted 
him, performed the ſocial duties of a man, 
and the ſacred offices of a Chriſtian, with 
alacrity and reverence, be followers of him, 
as he was of CHRIST. Review every part 


of his conduct which may redound to his 


honour and your Improvement ; and if 
ſome errour or caſual impropriety can be 


diſcovered, avoid it in your own practice, 


but 


On the Death of the Pious. 


of others. The moſt ſhining examples 


cannot be without defects; but where de- 


fects are ſo few, let them be as ſpots in the 


ſun, which are wholly loſt in the bright- 


neſs of the luminary. Obſerve him with 


a mind enlightened by knowledge, yet not 


elated with the vanity of learning; en- 


dowed by nature with conſiderable abili- 
ties, which he had cultivated with labo- 


rious application, ſee him willingly ſub- 
mitting to the drudgery of common avoca- 
tions, and mixing in friendly intercourſe 
with thoſe, whoſe employments and habits 
of life precluded them from intellectual 
attainments: Nor can this be eſteemed a 
trivial commendation, ſince it hath been 


remarked by one of the beſt men, and the 
moſt ſublime genius of the preſent age, 
that a voluntary deſcent from the digni- 


« ty of ſcience is, perhaps, one of the 
* hardeſt leſſons humility can teach“ 


But 


+. / 


but do not enviouſly diſplay it to the fight SERM, 


XIV 


—_— — 
— — — 2 


— — — ISS, 2 — x £ — — N — 
ung - — , — E 
— — — 
£ al * — — — — pr — NS bs = — un 
OO —_—_ — — — — — 2 ne ——— — — — _ — — ——— - 3 — „* : 
— — Oo — — — — —— — — — — : 
— — — = — 8 _ £ — 1— — — — — = 
. * Le — — — — << a> — 1 _ pu - — — — c D T —_— & ke — = 
$ 7 N * 1 5 — ; = =, 2 — —— 


—— — 


— — — . 
. ͤ  — 


— —— I» 


——— 
— — 


— 
—— hs 


- > 
— — — — - — — — — — 5 — S 
= . ——ꝛ — ðͤ . eee ar aerated. oo 


＋ — — 2 — — — . — — —— — - 
5 | - - — — 2 — — 
—— — ͤ ͤk———— es A or TAPE TAI SE ee — —— — - * — Pe” — — 


— 


—— — 


. _— 
— — . 
— — 


6 — es 


— — 


— —ů — 
— 
— 
+ 


— - ——— 
— — * ” 
— — arr pn gp ern ne 


298 


SERM. 
XIV. 


— rity of morals and warmth of piety.—Let 


On the Death of the Pious. 


But let not that part of his character be 
unnoticed which all may imitate, his pu- 


thoſe little circumſtances be remembered 
that gave teſtimony to his domeſtick vir- 
tues ; and laſt of all, behold his more than 
philoſophick patience, his Chriſtian forti- 
tude, during the repeated attacks of a flow, 
but fatal diſeaſe. That firm principle of 


religion, which made no ſtir or pretenſions 


in the ordinary concerns of the world, 
which was not perpetually in his mouth, 


but rooted in his heart, that principle 
could make him cheerful in the hour of 
ſickneſs and pain, and receive that ſtroke 


with placid reſignation, from which man- 


kind in general would fly with terrour. 
Can we conſider the cloſe of a life like 
this, without ſteadfaſtly reſolving to live 
as he lived, that we may die as he died. 


$ Þ 


o 


CET mer” am——_ 
* — 
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8. E R M O N XV. 


Torr 04," he 


Blow ye the trumpet in Sion, and found an 
alarm in my holy mountain; let all the in- 
habitants of the land tremble, for the day 
of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at 
hand. 


HE follies and vices of other men 

are ſo open to obſervation, that they 
are at once diſtinguiſhed in their full 
magnitude, while our own are beheld as 
through a dim glaſs; they are faintly and 
imperfectly deſcried, if not totally hid from 
our fight. *©* Let me heal thee of thine 

in firmity, 


302. 


On the Day of the Lord. 


SERM. infirmity, is perpetually the language 
XV. of mankind to their brethren, though at the 


ſame time a diſeaſe as virulent preys upon 
him, who would undertake the cure of his 


neighbour. When the covetous man hears 


the imprecations and impiety of the pro- 
fane, he exelaims againſt the wickedneſs 
of the age, and, like the Phariſee, pretends 
to be thankful that he does not take the 
name of his Gop in vain ; yet at that very 
inſtant ſhould a wretched object ſolicit 
his compaſſion, and aſk a morſel of bread 
to ſatisfy the wants of nature, he repulſes 
the ſuppliant with indignation, and com- 
plains that he is perpetually aſſailed with 
the clamour of poverty; forgetting that 
the ſame'Gop, who declared, by Moſes, He 
would not hold him guiltleſs that ſhould take 
his name in vain, ſaid alſo, by his Son, give 
to him that aſteth thee, and from him that 


would borrow of thee turn thou not away . 


Matt. v. 42. 


When 


on the Day of the Lordi 


his underſtanding, or ſees the adulterer lay- 
ing ſchemes to ſeduce and betray, he aſks 
them if they have any ſenſe of religion, and 
departs, in abhorrence of thein erimes, to 
wring from the hands of the cottager the 


little he hath gained by tedious labour, or 
to purſue the debtor to the utmoſt extre- 


mity of the law, and take the coat from 


him that hath no other covering; not 


conſidering that the ſame Father of all, 
who commanded us to live ſerly and 


rigbteouſiy, hath aſſured us that he will de- 


liver to the tor mentor. that hard and unfeel- 
ing creditor, who ſhall ſeize his fellow- 


ſervant by the throat, and rigorouſly exact 


the uttermoſt farthing. 


With the ſame ſelf- partiality do we of- 


ten expreſs our aſtoniſhment, that, after 


the many gracious calls of their JEHovan 
to repentance, after the prophets. had fo 


9 repeategly 


When the extortioner beholds the drunk- SRM. 
ard impairin A his fortune, his health, and XV. 
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On the Day of the Lord. 
repeatedly cried out in their ſtreets; repre- 


lented in the livelieſt colours the folly of 
their conduct, and threatened them with 


ſo many and ſuch ſevere judgments, after 
all theſe incitements to amendment, we 
wonder that the Jews ſhould remain inſen- 
fable, and ſtill merit the title, ſo often 
given them, of an obſtinate and rebellious 
people. Vet if the queſtion were put to 
us, whether we have not, like them, ſhut 
our ears to conviction, and diſregarded the 
ordinances: of Gop, what could we an- 
ſwer? We muſt ſurely. confeſs that we 
have /inned. againſt the Lokp, though a 
greater than Moſes hath given us a law of 
ſalvation; we muſt ſurely acknowledge, 
that we his; not been converted and healed, 
though a greater than Iſaiah hath cauſed his 
glorious voice to be heard. Too many of us, 
who bear the name of Chriſtians, ſtill con- 
tinue reſolutely impenitent, or indolently 
careleſs, though the Mess1aw himſelf a 
called us unto holineſs. 


"if 
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The prophet Joel was commiſſioned by SERM. 
dhe Diſ poſer of Nations, to las the trumpet XK. 
in Zion, and proclaim to its inhabitans 

the deſtruction Which they had brought 

upon their country by their vices and ido- 
latry. A ſwarm of noxious inſects, as a 
mighty army, was to devour the fruits 
of the earth, and convert their pleaſant 
vales into a deſolate wilderneſs. Hear this 
ye old men, and give ear all ye inhabitants of 
.the land, awake ye drunkards and weep, for 
A nation is come up, ſtrong and without num= 
ber. Nor was this the only viſitation with 
which they were menaced: Their inſpired | 

writers had foretold that war ſhould go 

hand i in hand with famine, and that their 

ſons and their. daughters. ſhould: be wan- 

derers and captives. Well, then, might the 

tribes of Iſrael be called upon to tremòle, for 

the ſpirit of the Lord was departing from 
their race: That powerful; arm which had. 

led them through every peril, was about to 
Gee the ſword of their engmy, and that 


X 5 5 mighty 


—_ On the Do u len. 


s ERNI. mighty voice, which had inſpiced them 


XV- with ardour, was now to ſpread an alarm 


through the holy mountain; er them 
With cas ad pee i t 
The We wha Toke t to d defeend- 
ants of Abraham, ſpeak likewiſe to us: 
Whether we are ever to apprehend ſuch a 
temporal puniſhment as that which fell 
upon the Jewiſh nation, it were needleſs to 
determine, ſince the Sox of Gop hath ap- 
peared to warn the wicked of à deſtruc- 
tion more fatal, a wo more terrible. 


Then ſurely it is neceſſary for every one 
to cry albuds and ſpare not, to Aft up his 
voice lite a trumpet, to Jhew the people their 
"tranforeſſion, ond the houſe” of Jacob their 


fn * that thoſe who are vicious may fear 


and be reclaimed, that thoſe who are heed- 
leſs may attend and be earneſt to work out 


a Laien i. = 


* 
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Aer. aan and that that who have SERM. 


trimmed their lamps, and prepared for the XV. 
reception of the bridegroom, may ſtill nt. 


watch, that when the Lord cometh and 
Fnocketh, they may open to him * 
ww Wr ay eee 5 
By the ir imat Wee which 
repn oof is heard, it ſeems evident that of all 
ahingd it is the moſt hateful to be remind- 
2 of our faults. Remonſtrance, however 
it may be conveyed, is generally unwel- 


come; chiefly, perhaps, becauſe it infers 


a degree of ſuperiority in the monitor, to 


which the. pride of human nature cannot 
willingly ſubmit. But though ſome excuſe 


could be allowed for our weakneſs, when a 


Fellow creature ſteps forth to queſtion and 
to chide us, yet we might ſurely hear with 
patience when our Maker condeſcends to 


nien with us; and ſubmiſhyely bow the, 


* Luke xii. 36. | 
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ERM. neck to that rod of correction, which is 
| held out by the hand of the AL MIGHTY. 


XV. 


On the Day of the Lord. 


The ſick man thankfully receives the me- 


dicine, however nauſeous, which his phy- 
ſician preſcribes; and the wounded en- 
dures the moſt painful operation, if he is 
aſſured by the ſkilful that it is requiſite 
for his recovery; but we throw afide with 
diſguſt, the medicine which is held out 
to us by the Phyſician of the ſoul, and 
ſhrink from the probe which would ſearch 


the heart. 


When Amos declared that the Lord 


would riſe againſt the houſe of Jeroboam 
with the ſword, Amaziah, the prieſt of 
Bethel, and the creature of the king, ac- 


cuſed the holy man of conſpiring againſt 
his ſovereign, and complained that he land 
was not able to bear all his worde. O thou 
feer, ſaid the corrupt prieſt, go, flee thee 
away into the land of Judab, and there eat 
bread and propheſy there ; but propheſy not 

: again 


On the Day of t be Lord. 
again any more at Bethel; ; for it is the king's 


chapel, and it is the king's court *, Yet 


Amos ſpake not upon his own authority: 


Tua no prophet, he replied, but an herd- 

' man ; and the Lok p ſaid unto me, Go, pro- 
phefy unto my people Iſrael.— In the fame 
manner is the inſtructor, who would re- 
mind us of our duty, repulſed by the proud 
and the ungodly; yet the ſaints and mar- 
tyrs who have invited us to repentance, 
preach not themſelves, but CurIsT Jxsus 


the Lok D +. It is not man who takes up- 


on him to remonſtrate with the ſinner ; it 


is not man who reaches out his hand to 
guide us from the errour of our ways, and 
lead us into the pleaſant paths of wiſdom : 
It is not the creature, ſubje& to the ſame 


paſſions and foibles with ourſelves, who re- 
proaches us with ingratitude and folly, but 


the ETERNAL and ALLMERCIFUL,—Gop 


Parks by the Or of men. The Ruler 


* ns Mi. 12, 13. 444 hes bs 5. 
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| On the Day of the 402 
of the ſtorm, the Governor of the heavens, 


calls to us by the voice of His prophets, 
and addrefles Himſelf to the clay He ani- 


mated, by the pen of His apoſtle: For lo, 
He that formeth the mountains and createth 
the wind, declareth unto man what is His 


thought ; that maketh the morning darkn 2 
and treadeth upon the high places of the 
earth, the LoRD, the Gon of Hoss, 7 is his 


name *, It is HE who hath a controverſy. 


with His people; it is He who deigns to 


plead with Iſrael, it is He who threatens 


in mercy, and proclaims the day of ven- 


geance at hand, that we may turn and re- 


pent, and offend no more. 


vet can the unrighteous believe this ? 
We fhall at firſt, perhaps, be led to ſuſ- 


pect, that they who tranſgreſs the law of 


holineſs, cannot think that its origin is 


divine; we ſhall imagine that they who 
refuſe to hearken, muſt eſtegm the ſacred 


Amos iv. 13. 
oracles 


. . , „ Y ß . ¶ / EIS 
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' On the Dog of the Lari. 


oracles as groſs forgeries, which claim au- 
thority that was never conferred, and which 
promiſe rewards and threaten puniſhments. 


for actions that are alike indifferent to the 
Lord of creation. For who would dare to 
contemn the precepts of the beſt and great - 
eſt of Beings, and incur the diſpleaſure of 
HIM, at whoſe preſence. the bills melt lite 
dar, and the frame of nature is convulſed.? 

' 06 Him, who reads. every ſecret pane if 
which caſually ariſes in the mind, as plain- 
ly as though. it were engraved on monu- 
ments of braſs, and whoſe power to de- 
ſtroy is irreſiſtible as the peſtilence that 


walteth in darkneſs?—Obſc rve the offender 


by the mouth of Moſes, 2? ſhall nat ſwear 


by my name me falſely, neither ſhalt thou profane 
X 4 i. 
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S ERM. 
XV. 


— 


Whoſe mouth is full of curſing and bitter- 
neſs, who is perpetually blaſpheming the 
name in which he was baptized, and pro- 
faning the ordinances of Him by whom he 
lives; can he believe that Gop thus ſpake 


| SERM. rb name 
ku. Who is lying in wait for his adverſary, 
enger to revenge an inſult which was given 
in the heat of anger, or in the oppoſition. 


On the Day of the Lo 


of jarring intereſts ; who hath treaſured up 


the hope of vengeance, as a miſer his ſtore, 


and fed his malice, like the unrelenting ſa- 


vage, with the expectation of . ſhedding 
blood z can he believe that with the ſame 
meaſure be metes it ſhall be meaſured to bim 
again, and that be ſhall have. judgment with - 
out mercy, that hath ſhewed no mercy +? 
Mark him who hath given a free rein to 
his vices, and made, as it were, a covenant 
with impurity; his appetites are to him as 
a law which muſt be invariably obeyed; 


he breaks through the obligations of ſocie- 


ty, and deſtroys the peace of individuals, 


rather than loſe his ſhare of voluptuouſneſs. 


He ſaith in bis) * ous" wafers are 


* Levit. xi xix. 4. 5 + James i ii. th: - 


 foret, 


ti 
11 
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fiveet, and bread eaten in ſecret is pleaſant x; SERM. 
and he lurks about in the twilight like a X. 
robber, that he may enter unſeen into the 


houſe of the adultreſs. He ſurely know- 


eth not that there is an eye to obſerve, 


though all mankind ſhould ſleep ; he ſure- 
ly cannot believe that the voice of inſpira- 


tion hath declared, they who walk after the | 


fleſh, in the luſt of uncleanneſs, ſhall utterly 


periſh in their own corruption T. In ſhort, 


wherever we - ſurvey depravity, we ſhall 
ſtill be inclined to ſuppoſe, that the writ- 
ings of the prophets and apoſtles are conſi- 
dered as fables, and the idea of a day of 
judgment, as the' dream of folly, or the 
invention of fraud. | 


And yet, notwithſtanding infatuated 
mortals appear unbelievers by their ac- 
tions, you will find, -upon more diligent 
inquiry, that a very inconſiderable number 


nn, ien n 14. 


aſe 
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ERNI. are really what they ſeem. 80 powerful, 


XV. 


ſo incontrovertible are the evidences of 
religion, that even among the moſt ſenſual 
and debauched, you will perceive but few 
who are infidels at heart. While they feel 
the vigour of health, and no Tante of 
immediate danger is before them, their be- 


lief may be ſaid to ſlumber; but viſit how 
with ſome ſudden calamity, and their faith 


wall revive ; let them feel. the terrour of 


approaching diſſolution, and you will hear 
the tongue that never called upon the name 
of J=$vs, except in horrid imprecations, ac- 
knowledging his authority, and imploring 
his mercy.— But I will make the appeal to 
the heart of every ſinner, whether, in ſpite 
of all the cavils of the adverſary, and the 
allurements of. vice, in ſpite of every ob- 
jection that can be urged againſt revela- 


tion, aſſiſted by his love of pleaſure, and 
his deſire of being freed from the reſtraints 
of morality, whether he can ever eraſe 


from his mind the expectation of that day 
12 of 


3 
IE 
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of retribution, "I which the Goſpel warns SERM\. 


him to prepare? —What a reproach' then X 
do they bring upon themſelves by their 
negligence and folly, in acting ſo oppoſite 

to the precepts of their faith, as to make 

it appear that they have caſt away the word 
of reconciliation, and abandoned them- 

ſelves wholly to infidelity and atheiſm! 
What muſt be the conſequence of ſuch 

prepoſterous conduct? Our Lord will ſure- 

ly conſider thoſe as aliens and adverſaries, 
who deny Him before men, by ſhewing 

that his commandments have no influence 

upon their lives, To refuſe to c obey, is [1 to 

refuſe to acknowledge Him. . 


It is Grid, and with great appearance of 

reaſon, that nothing but the remoteneſs of 

the rewards and puniſhments of another 

world, could prevent them from having 
that effect upon our conduct, which they 

ſo juſtly claim. Preſent pleaſure ſmiles 
before us, and the joys of futurity are for- 

. gotten z 
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unſading, they are diftant objects of atten- 


Or the Day file Lord. 
gotten; immediate gain lies within our 


reach, and the tresſures of heaven are un- 
regarded. But ſhall we not remember that 


the delights of eternity never cloy, and that 


the riches of the kingdom of Gop neither 


math nor ruſt con corrupt? Or if it ſhould. 
e faid that ſtill, though complete and 


tion, let us aſlt, What is the period which 
muft elapſe before we can obtain them? 
Muſt thouſands and thouſands of years in- 
tervene; muſt millions of ages roll flowly 
away? On the contrary, the kingdom of 
Heaven is at band. Do we not know that 
the utmoſt extent of human exiſtence is but 
a ſpan? Do we not know that whatever 
may be our power, whatever may be our 
wealth, whatever our capacities and means 
of enjoyment, our bodies muſt ſpeedily de- 
cay, and return to the duſt from whence 
they came? Whether life be a ſcene of 
pleaſure or pain, the curtain muſt ſoon 
. and the gay machinery at once vaniſh. 
Darkneſs 


| . * 
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Darkneſs and death are approaching, and ERM. 
death will be ſucceeded by judgment. _ 
Then wo to them who now put far away | 
- the evil day, and cauſe the ſeat of violence w | 
came. near; who lie upon beds of -tvory, and | 
Atretel themſelves upon their. couches, and —— 
chant. ta the ſound of the: vial .. —If the 4 i 
wretch be finking with confuſion and af- | 
fright,, who ſtands, as a culprit, in the Þ} 
courts of juſtice, what muſt be the pertur- 0 
bation of their minds, who, fully ſenſible 
of their enormities, are ſummoned by the bl 
trumpet to anſwer at the tribunal of Gop.? | 
The mortal judge may be deceived, 0 1 
evidence may be inſufficient, and the law 
evaded; but who ſhall deceive Hi whoſe 
eye reads the ſoul ? What ſhall evade the | | 
perfect law of holineſs Nor power, nor | 
art can eraſe from the book of life thoſe 
evil deeds, which have been recorded 80 
. and ſeen by Gop. 
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SERM;- We ane ſoon al 


* 


nen e will [ "__ er down 7. 


obo ofthe 03 


med-at trivial evil and 
ſwift to eſcape Fooin:! prada miſery 


Why ſhould we be careleſs and ſecure only 


when we have ioſt occaſion to fear, and 
neglect to arm againſt that hour of terrour 
when the fun and mbon ſball be dark, and the 


furt 2oithdraw their ſhining * ?—Then tet 


all the inhabitants of the land tremble, while 


the apprehenſion of danger can urge them 


to repentance, and turn unto the Lord with 
weeping and prayer, ere to weep and to pray 


be too late. When the angel hath rr 


in the fickle, and the harveſt of the earth is 
ripe, it will be vain to ſeek the REDEEM- 
ER; it will be vain to fly from the Jopes, 
for though they dig into bell thence ſhall mine 
hand take them ; though they climb up to 


* 


nn 0 digs che Sun 5 ee 
ariſen fo be à tight to the Gentiles, and the 


. 0 q , 2. 
* Joel ii. 10. Amos ix. 2. 


glory 


* 


| a Mieke u hath Bar. 5. 3 ; redemption wa 


promiſed, redemption hath. been accom. 
pliſhed. The Spirit hath deſcended from 


ern. 
XV. 
— 


above to enlighten the hearts of his choſen 


people, and preach he everlaſting Goſpel to 
the inhabitants of the world. The name 


of Irxsvs hath been declared; we have been 
invited to repent, to be converted, and 


ſaved. If the expectation of reward be in- 
effectual, let the dread of puniſhment re- 
claim us, and let each individual conſider 
himſelf as particularly addreſſed by that 
warning angel, who thus exclaimed in the 
midft of Heaven: Fear Gop and give glory 


to Him, jd the bour of his ISIS: Fo 
come *. 


To the man who attentively regards the 
great doctrines of Chriſtianity, who weighs 
the difference between the preſent and the 


* Rev. xiv. 7. 


future, 


FT 
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SRM. future, and beholds, in the mirror of Hope, 


IV. that glorious inheritance which is prepared 
for the faithful; to the man who truly and 


firmly believes, what are all the pleaſures of 


ſenſe, the glitter of wealth,'or the diſtinc= 
tions of greatneſs ? What is the vain. toil 


and buſtle of the world to him, who re- 
flects on that day when the Lord ſhall ariſe 
to ſhake terribly the earth, and all the po- 
liſhed works of man, which the labour of 
uniting millions hath completed, ſhall be 
_ cruſhed in a moment? when cities and 
empires, lands and ſeas, ſhall ruſh confuſ- 


edly together, and the vaſt theatre of na- 
ture paſs away, as the meteor which ſweeps 


through the air, and is ſeen no more? 


Theſe are not the flights of fancy, or the 
dreams of enthuſiaſm ; theſe are not the 


pictures of a poetical imagination, or the 


wild chimeras of a diſtempered brain: The 
heavens ſhall be di ſolved, and the elements 


ſhall melt with fervent heat *. T he Lon 


2 
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Jr $US ſhall be revealed from heaven, with 
bis mighty angels, in flaming fire s. This 


awful period, when, at the voice of the Al- 
MIGHTY, the graves ſhall yield up their 
dead, all nations and languages ſhall ſtand 
before his throne, the books be opened, 


and every one judged according to his works. 


Attend to the call of prophets and apoſtles, 
of ſaints and martyrs, of Him, who is the 
way, the truth, and the life, that hereafter 
ye may hear theſe joyful ſounds : Behold, 
the tabernacle of Gop is with men and there 
Ball be no more death, nor forrow, nor 4 85 


for the e things are paſſed away R. 


* 2 The, i. 7. f Pal. ii, 10. t Rev. xxi. 4. 
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is the ſolemn declaration of that Being, , 


whoſe hands have formed, ſuſtained, and 
will, at laſt, deſtroy the mighty maſs: Be 
wiſe now, therefore, O ye kings! be in- 
frrufted, ye judges of the earth + Prepare, 
by a life of undiſſembled piety, for that 


- 


— 
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